4/13/07 Update on Insight Panel Discussions

During Winter Quarter, additional discussions ensued among Insight Panel members and out of those discussions has come the following proposal:

Students pursing an undergraduate degree will take one course designated in Diversity (Non-western, Social, or Western) and one additional course from the list of Diversity offerings, Moral Reasoning, Technological Literacy, or Visual Literacy.

For courses identified as Non-western, Social, or Western Diversity, Moral Reasoning, Technological Literacy or Visual Literacy, the GEC will have no specific requirement for taking courses that double count in these areas (thus eliminating the need for "lucky charms"). Instead, the GEC requirement will consist of one course that has any one of the three Diversity components and another course from any of the four “insight” areas.
Diversity Course:  1 course flagged for diversity is required.  It may be in non-western, social, or western.

Additional Course: Certain majors can designate which particular Insight Area will be most beneficial to their students.  Current GEC and major courses will be approved through the GEC process for these designations.

Students get "credit" for these areas: Students will find and select courses and this will be reflected on their transcripts.  The transcripts will automatically have added to it an additional "0" credit line that says, (say, for a GEC course that fulfills a social science category and moral reasoning) "credit for moral reasoning component of general education." Students will not only have an encouragement to find courses that are GECs but also will give them added official acknowledgement on their transcript of one of the "insight" areas. 

Highlighting the Advising Tool: This allows students to work closely with advisors and faculty in choosing appropriate courses that will enhance a student’s stock of knowledge. We will include with the advising sheets for the GEC lists GECs that also will provide acknowledgement of fulfillment of the Insight areas.

Transparency Concern and Layers to the GEC:  The requirement of only two courses with 0 credit options reduces the current requirement of three courses currently in existence.  Major courses flagged with one of the Insight categories builds bridges to the major program of study and the liberal arts education.   We will also indicate on the transcript what Insight Area students took.

Assessment Concerns:  As is currently the practice, Subcommittees of the ASC will review course proposals for Insight Area approval. A potential advantage of this arrangement is that we will be able to assess the effectiveness of the categories with respect to outcomes data, because we will know which students took the courses.

Background: Diversity is currently a 0 credit 3-part entity (Social Diversity, Western, and Non-Western) of the General Education Curriculum (GEC). Visual Literacy was voted upon and passed through the CCI, the ASC Faculty Senate, and became part of the GEC by vote in 2006.  The Visual Literacy Panel was charged with ways of implementation.  Technological Literacy and Moral Reasoning were two areas that came out of discussion of the McHale Report but were never formally voted upon or approved as part of the GEC.

In Autumn (’06) and Winter (’07) Quarters, a task force with four panels convened to discuss the relevancy and implementation strategies of four possible Insight Areas:  Diversity; Visual Literacy; Technological Literacy; and Moral Reasoning. The CCI reviewed these reports and the Panel Chairs continued meeting to discuss implementation strategies.  Four Options were presented to the CCI for further discussion:

Four additional options discussed for Implementation of the Insight Areas:

2 out of 4 Option: During their GEC experience, students take courses that fulfill two of the areas (the lucky charms approach).

All-inclusive Option:  During their GEC experience, students take their GEC courses, and it is expected that in that time, they will engage with each of these areas.  Every GEC course will be asked to fulfill not only its current category, but one of the Insight Areas as well. The onus is on the faculty to deliver the curriculum and the students take it (no lucky charms approach).

Major and GEC Complement Option: The Insight Area Chairs saw the Areas splitting into two segments:  
A: Visual Literacy and Technological Literacy




B: Moral Reasoning and Diversity 

Major programs could prove that they deliver one area of A and one area of B in their programs (e.g. Bio Sci meets the Visual Literacy area during their course work as they determine best approaches for presenting their work on posters at conferences in class, etc.).  If a major feels that it cannot meet two, then we will provide courses that will meet it.

Honors Option:  After preliminary discussions with the ASC Honors Faculty Committee, we could pilot the offerings through the Honors program.  Implementing Visual Literacy with the current Diversity Requirements, then implement the following Insight Areas. 

