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CHILDREN AND WAR

International Studies 615

RATIONALE

At the present time, hundreds of thousands of children around the globe are suffering
from war. Recently, scholars have been giving more systematic attention to children and
war than in the past. Nevertheless, in public discourse about war, children are rarely
mentioned. An increasing awareness of the many negative consequences that war has for
young people is needed if the situations of child victims are to be changed. This course,
Children and War, will explore some of the many ways that children are affected by war.
The use of children as soldiers is a common and growing pattern around the world. The
children are often forcibly abducted and required to participate. The child soldier
phenomenon will be explored, including causes, methods of recruitment, how children
are turned into soldiers, the reintegration of child soldiers following war and possibilities
for prevention of child soldiering. Other topics that will be looked at in-depth include:
the new children of terror and the need for Western militaries to adapt to confrontations
with child soldiers; gender dimensions of youth affected by armed conflict; child
refugees; and the effects that contemporary conflicts have on children in the United
States. Important goals of this course will be to raise awareness and stimulate critical
thinking about the consequences of war for children. We also will consider what might
be done to help alleviate the difficult challenges that war-affected children face.



CHILDREN AND WAR

International Studies 615
Spring Quarter 2007

INSTRUCTOR

Dr. Sharon K. Houseknecht

374 Bricker Hall

Home Phone: 799-9068; Cell Phone: 499-5717
Email: houseknecht.1@osu.edu

OFFICE HOURS

Monday and Wednesday 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. (in 374 Bricker Hall)

LECTURE MEETING TIME AND PLACE

Monday and Wednesday 3:30 p.m. - 5:18 p.m.

REQUIRED READING

Singer, P. W. Children at War. 2006. Berkeley, California: University of California
Press.

Course Packet of readings available at Grade A Notes, 22 E. 17" Avenue (just off High
Street)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will explore some of the many ways that children are victims of war. We
will look historically at children’s participation in war and highlight the kinds of changes
that have occurred over time. The child soldier phenomenon will be explored, including
causes, methods of recruitment, how children are turned into soldiers, the reintegration of
child soldiers following war and possibilities for prevention of child soldiering. Other
topics that will be looked at in-depth include: the new children of terror and the need for
Western militaries to adapt to confrontations with child soldiers; gender dimensions of
youth affected by armed conflict; child refugees; and the effects that contemporary
conflicts have on children in the United States. Conceptual framing for these issues will
include “best interests” of children, legal and moral rights of children, and childhood
resilience. The major goals of this course are to raise awareness and stimulate critical
thinking about the consequences of war for children, a category of persons that is often



given little attention when the implications of war are considered. How to safeguard and
promote the well-being of children affected by war also will be a major concern
throughout.

ATTENDANCE

It is expected that students enrolled in this course will attend all scheduled classes.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Informed Class Participation 15%
Reaction Questions and Comments (20) 35%
Written Report and Oral Presentation 10%
Term Paper Prospectus (1-2 pages) 5%
Term Paper 35%

As an advanced undergraduate/graduate course, the class will be carried on as a
seminar, with extensive discussion of readings and other materials by students and the
instructor. Several of the assignments are directed toward enhancing the success of this
format.

Informed Class Participation

Active and informed participation by all students is important. Participation
means being present at all class meetings and verbally participating in each one of them
in an informed way. “Informed” in this instance refers to a high level of familiarity with
already covered course material as well as current reading assignments.

Reaction Questions and Comments

For each of 20 assigned readings (out of ___total), an in-depth and thoughtful
question and one in-depth and thoughtful comment should be formulated. The
question and the comment should be totally unrelated. The comment should not be a
response to the question. Avoid asking a question that is either asked or addressed in the
reading itself. Ask a question so it cannot be answered with a simple “yes” or “no”
answer. It should be stated in such a way that it requires a more thoughtful response and,
thus, is more likely to generate class discussion. Provide a bit of context from the reading
for the question. The comment must be grounded in the reading, but should move
beyond it in an interesting way so that it will provoke thoughts when you share it with the
class during discussions. Both the question and the response will be used to generate
discussion in class. Everyone should bring a hard copy of each day’s readings to
class.



NOTE: When doing the “Written Report/Oral Presentation Assignment” on one of the
assigned readings, such questions/comments should be part of the
report/presentation and so will not count as one of the 20 readings for the
“Reaction Questions and Comments” requirement.

(The question/comment for each reading should be on separate page(s). At the top of
the first page (for each reading), indicate the author’s name and chapter or pages (all
caps, underlined). Be sure to staple multiple pages.

Designate QUESTION prior to the question and COMMENT prior to the comment on
your paper. The questions/comments should be word processed/typed (12 font), double
spaced, and have one inch margins all around. This is your opportunity to reflect upon
the ideas in the reading assignments, to articulate your scholarly reactions, and to raise
thought-provoking questions for discussion. Quality of writing (including grammar,
punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, etc.) is important. Page #s should be cited in
parentheses when referring to specific information/ideas from the readings.

Keep in mind that this is an individual assignment and that questions/comments
should reflect your own ideas. Reaction question(s)/comment(s) must be turned in at
the end of the class on the day the reading(s) is/are discussed. Because some readings
are scheduled for the same day or close together, it might be a good idea to read some of
the materials and begin to draft your questions/comments ahead of time. Each reading
reaction will be graded with a plus, check, or minus.

Written Report and Oral Presentation

Each student will prepare a summary report (two pages) on one of the assigned
readings for which (s)he has signed up early in the course. This report will be presented
in class on the day the reading is assigned, and notes should be shared on-screen during
the presentation. A copy of the report should be turned in at the end of the class on
the day the presentation is made. Reports should be word processed/typed and have
one-inch margins on all sides (Times New Roman, 12 font). Quality of writing
(grammar, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, etc.) is important.

After carefully summarizing an assigned reading, the report/presentation should
move beyond the reading in a creative and imaginary way. Use of an effective
instructional aid is recommended (for example, a video clip, internet website, poster, or
newspaper article). In the case of a newspaper article, photographs, etc., ask instructor
few days in advance to request document camera that can be used to show such items on
screen. The instructional aid material should be formally presented to the class, and it
should be made clear how the instructional aid is related to the assigned reading.
Provide source information for instructional aid (website, for example) at end of on-
screen presentation.



At end of class, submit the written report and put a copy of on-screen
presentation on instructor’s flash drive (using classroom equipment). These
presentations should be 10 to 20 minutes in length, but not to exceed 20 minutes.

NOTE: THERE ARE TWO THINGS TO BE SUBMITTED FOR THIS
ASSIGNMENT: (1) WRITTEN REPORT (2) ON-SCREEN
NOTES.

Term Paper Prospectus

The purpose of the prospectus is to clearly state the specific topic that you plan to
investigate in your term paper and to provide some rationale as to why your topic is
important. Topics must be decided in advance during personal consultation with the
instructor. This paper should be one to two pages in length and should be word
processed/typed and have one-inch margins on all sides (double spaced, Times New
Roman, 12 font). Quality of writing (grammar, punctuation, spelling sentence structure,
etc.) is important. At least three scholarly references (not assigned readings) should be
mentioned and cited in the text of this prospectus statement. Include a Reference List
with complete source information for each source. (See term paper details as to what
constitutes a scholarly source.) This paper may be turned in any time but must be
submitted no later than (date that is approximately half way through quarter).

Term Paper

The term paper for this course involves investigating a major issue that relates to
children and war. Topics must be decided in personal consultation with the instructor.
No two students can complete papers on the same topic. If two students indicate an
interest in the same topic, the rule of first-come-first-served will apply. However, a
division of the topic can often be arranged that preserves both students’ interests.

There should be a clear statement of a thesis at the beginning of your paper, as
well as a conclusion that reflects the development of the argument throughout the paper.
The conclusion should tie together the various threads of argument and evidence that you
have woven into your paper.

Term papers will be presented to the class during the last two class periods and
the final exam time slot, and you are to prepare detailed outline/notes for on-screen
showing during your presentation. You will have _ minutes (depends on how many
students in class) in which to present your term paper material. A schedule of
presentations will be developed as the final class week approaches.

Formal Parameters

Term papers should be 15-17 pages in length plus reference lists. Use a 12-
point font and format the pages with one-inch margins all around. All material should be



double-spaced except the “References” list described below. Be sure to provide a
creative (more or less) and useful title and to insert page numbers on all pages except the
first. Do not include a separate title page. Quality of writing (grammar, punctuation,
spelling, sentence structure, etc.) is important. Use subheadings to indicate the major
sections of your paper.

All papers must include at least one citation to each of the three readings from the
course. More course readings may be cited, as needed, but only three will count toward
the eight “Scholarly References” that are required (see below).

Quotations and Paraphrasing. Work on the use of normal paraphrasing to
recognize the insights of authors or commentators and on the use of direct quotations as
evidence for your thesis.

* Your paper must include clear use of paraphrases of material with appropriate

author citations.

* Italso must include at least two brief (no more than one full sentence) quoted
passages from materials that you cite. Do not overuse direct quotes, but when
the words of the author are particularly compelling or when they make a
complex issue especially clear, then take advantage of them by using the
direct quote.

e Long quoted passages, that is, those having at least four lines of text, should
be indented on both sides in the proper fashion. Such passages are useful in
order to convey a complex idea in a precise way that would be difficult to
paraphrase. However, use of long quoted passages should be kept to a
minimum, not more than one or two. (You do not need to use any.)

Citations and the Double Reference List. Papers are to be well-researched, and
they are to demonstrate adequacy of research by properly referencing the research of
others that has been consulted. In the body of the paper, citations to references should
use the conventional ASA (American Sociological Association) or similar professional
parenthetical citation system (see below).

The paper must include a two-part list of references at the end. You should
include no fewer than 15 citations total in the two reference lists together. The
reference lists must start on a new page that is added following the body of the paper, and
the page or pages of the references do not count toward the 15 to 17 page total for the
term paper. Centered at the top of the new page, give the title, ‘REFERENCES”, and
then subdivide the references with the sub-headings, “Scholarly References” and “Non-
Scholarly References”. The latter list does not need to begin on a new page. Each
reference list should be alphabetized by author’s last name or other appropriate
conventional designation, as described in ASA, APA or MLA rules.

* At least eight “scholarly” sources must be listed in the “Scholarly
References” list, and none of these can be simply Internet sites. There are



many scholarly resources now available on the Internet, but only those that
also appear in hard-copy form can be cited in this part of the references list.
Items for this list would include scholarly books and journal articles. Three
of the eight references in this list may be assigned readings for this
course. (As already noted, more course readings may be cited and included in
this list, but only three will count toward the eight “Scholarly References.”)
Remember that papers in edited books should be referred to individually by
the names of the author(s) of the papers, not by the editor(s). There does not
need to be a separate reference for an edited book itself, unless you want to
refer to its overall purpose or scope or similar general aspect.

e A separate list will include citations of material taken from mass media,
Internet sites, and the like. There is no limitation on the size of this list. It
should be labeled “Non-Scholarly References.” If you are dealing with
current issues, you may find it useful to use several extended newspaper
articles (whether from the Internet or not) to include in your research. Be sure
to use major newspapers with strong research-oriented staff writers such as
the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, Christian
Science Monitor, and the like. A good way to look up such material is to use
Lexis/Nexis.

Citing Sources and Adopting a Scholarly Style Preference. For this paper, use a
scholarly citation form with in-text parenthetical citations. If you are not familiar with
one already, then use the form of the American Sociological Association. The complete
ASA style guide can be accessed at:

http://www.calstatela.edw/library/bi/rsalina/asa.styleguide.html

You can see examples of the use of the ASA style in ASA’s main publication, The
American Sociological Review. Be sure to go to recent issues, since the style format was
revised about a decade ago.

If you already know the format for referencing according to the American
Psychological Association (APA) or the Modern Language Association (MLA), you can
use either of these formats. For formats other than APA, MLA and ASA style, please
talk with me.

You should include a parenthetical citation for every source that you directly or
indirectly refer to, and you should cite books and articles with exact page references.
(Exact page references for every citation are for this assignment only; normally, they
would be used only for direct quotes.) The final “References” list should conform to the
style format that you have chosen.

Be Sure to Provide a Creative and Useful Title. No title page is needed. Place
the title at the top of the first page, centered and in all caps. Try to find a title that is:

* interesting
e attracts the attention of potential readers



e conveys the subject matter of your essay to potential readers

HANDY CHECK LIST BEFORE SUBMITTING THE PAPER

1. Name, date and course number in upper right-hand corner of paper (single-spaced)
2. Clear printing?

3. Creative and useful title?

4. Are all pages, except the first, numbered?

5. Is thesis clear early in the paper, and does the conclusion address the thesis,
tying the beginning and the end of the paper together?

6. All non-essential verbiage deleted?

7. Is the “References” list properly divided into “scholarly” and “non-
scholarly”?

8. Stapled?

9. Detailed outline/notes prepared for on-screen showing during presentation?

The paper is due (day that final is scheduled) and should be turned in during
the final exam time slot in (class location). An in-class oral presentation based on
the paper, including on-screen showing of detailed outline/notes, should be made during
the last two class days/final exam time slot. (Note: No absences are permitted during
final exam time slot.)

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Students with disabilities must contact the Office of Disabilities
in 150 Pomerene Hall (292-3307) to make arrangements for
special consideration in this course. This syllabus and other
materials that are being used in this course are available in
alternative formats upon request to students with disabilities.
Please also discuss your request with the instructor as soon as
possible.



COURSE SCHEDULE

WEEK 1

Introduction

How War Has Affected Children in Russia and Chechnya (Documentary)
WEEK 2

Conceptual Framework

e The Best Interests of the Child
e Children’s Moral and Legal Rights
e Childhood Resilience

Children and War: Specific Legal Protections

WEEK 3

Children at War: Past and Present

Causes of Child Soldier Phenomenon

“Invisible Children” Documentary — the effects of war on children in Northern Uganda
WEEK 4

How Children are Recruited

Turning a Child into a Soldier

WEEK 5

The Implications of Children on the Battlefield

Gender Dimensions of Youth Affected by Armed Conflict
WEEK 6

The New Children of Terror

The Need for Western Militaries to Adapt to Confrontations with Child Soldiers



WEEK 7

“God Grew Tired of Us” Documentary — the Lost Boys of Sudan

Reintegration of Child Soldiers

WEEK 8

Preventing Child Soldiers

“Children of the Camps: The Japanese American WWII Internment Camp”
Documentary

WEEK 9

Child Refugees

Effects of Contemporary Conflicts on Children in the United States

WEEK 10

Term Paper Presentations
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