Curriculum and Assessment Office

Colleges of Arts and Sciences

January 16, 2008
Course Change Request: Changing CHN 800 from 3 to 5 credits hours


This letter is a request for changing the credit-hours for CHN 800 (Bibliography and Research Methodology) from 3 to 5. A course change form, the syllabus for the course, and a statement on the rationale for the request have been submitted previously.


CHN 800 is a core foundation course for graduate students in the Chinese program. Its purpose is to introduce students to the research tools of the professional scholar of Chinese, to familiarize them with important works for the study of traditional Chinese texts, and to teach the basics of scholarship and correct academic style in writing. Upon completion of the course, students are expected to have the ability to identify and resolve textual problems, and to conduct a research project in a responsible and effective manner. The knowledge and skill that students acquire in this course are broadly relevant and applicable to other graduate-level courses and to the rest of their academic career.


The course introduces the students to an extensive amount of research materials and trains their research skill through numerous time-consuming and often difficult exercises. Students are expected to spend many hours in the library working on these exercises, in addition to time required for completing other assignments, such as in-class presentations and a bibliographic project that extends through the entire course. In addition to traditional resources, this course will also introduce useful on-line research tools and discuss the advantages and disadvantages of digital resources over traditional ones. This is a new component, which did not exist when the course was originally created.

Base on its academic content and the demand that it puts on the students and the professor teaching it, CHN 800 should be a 5-credits-hours course. The change would not only reflect the content and requirement of the course more accurately, it would also make it truly parallel to the 5-credits-hours bibliography course that graduate students in our Japanese program take, which requires about the same level of time and intellectual commitment.

Thank you very much for your kind consideration. Kindly let me know if I can provide you with more information.

Sincerely,

Meow Hui Goh

Assistant Professor

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures
