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History 324
Introduction to U.S. Latina/Latino History
Course Proposal
Day & Time to be announced
Dr. Lilia Fernández
Email: fernandez.96@osu.edu
Assistant Professor 
Phone:  614-292-7884

History Department 
Office: 224 Dulles Hall
Office Hours:  TBA
Catalog Description (25 words)
General survey of Latina/o History in the U.S. Topics include conquest and colonization, immigration, labor activism, education, politics, popular culture, and social movements.  

Rationale

This course intends to provide students with a general survey of Latina/o History at the 300 level in the History curriculum.  Like the introductory courses to Asian American, Native American, and African American histories, this course is designed to reach a broader range of students who might have an academic interest in the topic but might be hesitant to take a 500-level course. Currently, History 577.01 and 577.02 provide students a two-quarter overview of Chicana/o History, that is, the study of Mexican Americans specifically. This course aims to cover other U.S. Latina/o groups such Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Central and South Americans as well. 

Course Description

Latinas/os as a social formation have been prominent in the public sphere in recent years in popular culture, the media, and especially around discussions of immigration. Yet they are often seen as foreign, immigrants, and “newcomers” to American society. This course aims to place Latina/o populations currently residing in the United States’ geopolitical borders within historical context. We begin by asking:  who are Latinas/os in the U.S. and how did they become part of the American nation-state?  Why are they identified as a distinct group?  The course will familiarize students with the broad themes, periods, and questions raised in the field of Latina/o History. Themes and topics include conquest and colonization, immigration, labor activism and unionization, education and segregation, politics, popular culture, and social movements.  The course emphasizes a comparative approach to Latina/o history aiming to engage Latina/o histories from the Southwest, Midwest, and Eastern United States and across national origin groups—Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Dominicans, Central Americans, and South Americans.  Because Latina/o populations are newer in some regions of the country (such as the South) and because there is still much historical work that has yet to be written on these groups (especially Central, South American, and Caribbean immigrants), we will also draw on texts outside the discipline of history to understand the social, historical, and economic contexts that these groups encounter.  Throughout the course, we will utilize social categories of race, class, gender, nation, and sexuality as we interrogate primary and secondary sources. 

Objectives
1. Acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity. This knowledge will furnish students insights into the origins and nature of contemporary issues and a foundation for future comparative understanding of civilizations. 

2. Develop critical thinking through the study of diverse interpretations of historical events. 

3. Apply critical thinking through historical analysis of primary and secondary sources. 

4. Develop communications skills in exams, papers, and discussions. 

Specifically with regards to the subject matter, at the end of the course, students should be able to: 

· identify key moments in Latina/o History and their interpretations, particularly in relation to larger events in U.S. History 

· describe theories of Latina/o racial, class, community, sexuality, and gender formation

· place contemporary events in Latina/o life in historical context 

· have a broad understanding of the major developments and issues in Latina/o History, especially in comparative perspective, which can provide a foundation for further study and research. 

**NOTE: In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required Texts
Juan González, Harvest of Empire: A History of Latinos in America (New York: Viking Press, 2000)
Virginia Sánchez-Korrol, From Colonia to Community: The History of Puerto Ricans in New York City (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994)
Reading Packet—readings marked with an asterisk (*) below. 
Books may be purchased at SBX and should be available on reserve at Sullivant Library. 

Course Policies & Procedures

Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines. Extensions will not be allowed unless they have been arranged ahead of time with the instructor and for extenuating circumstances only. 

Reading: Students are expected to complete all readings before the corresponding class meeting and should therefore manage their time in order to do all readings each week. As a 5-hour course, you should expect to dedicate approximately 15 hours a week to attending class and completing readings and/or assignments. Please be sure to bring readings to class each time we meet.


Discussion: Students are expected to come prepared for each class meeting with a set of questions based on that day’s readings. Discussions are an integral part of class and cannot be successful unless all participants have done the readings and reflected upon them. 
Community/Campus Events: Students are required to attend two local events that deal with Latinas/os either on the OSU campus or elsewhere in Columbus. You should write a 1-2 page review of the event, summarizing it and making relevant connections to the readings. More information and a list of events will be made available in class. 

Film Analysis: Students will a 4-5 page paper on one of the films we will be viewing in class critically analyzing the film in relation to the course readings and lectures.  Papers should be double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman or similar font, 1” – 1.25” margins.  More details will be provided in class. 
Midterm: We will have an in-class midterm during the fifth week of classes. The exam will consist of identifications, multiple choice, and short answer essays. 

Final Exam: Students will have a final exam on the day assigned by the university. The exam will consist of identifications, short answers, and a longer essay. We will review the quarter’s materials before the exam. 
Evaluation
Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: 

Attendance/Participation
15%



Community Event Write-ups
20%

Film Analysis


20%


Midterm Exam

20%

Final Exam


25%

Note: You must receive a passing grade for each portion of the course in order to pass the class.

Grade Breakdown:
A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Accommodations

Students with disabilities should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. Appropriate accommodations will be coordinated with The Office for Disability Services, 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901.  For further information, visit http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Attendance & Tardiness

Class sessions are an integral part of this course. You can not be successful in this course without attending class regularly.  Students are expected to attend all class sessions and be on time and prepared. Excused absences must be cleared in advance. More than 2 unexcused absences will reduce a student’s grade for attendance/participation by one letter grade. Repeated tardiness will also result in a lowered grade for attendance/participation. Attendance will be taken at every class meeting.

Students should come to class with that day’s readings, be prepared to ask and answer questions, and think critically about how the day’s lecture connects to readings. All cell phones should be turned off during class and laptops/PDA’s are not allowed. 

Course Website/Carmen

This course has a webpage on Carmen. Students should check the website regularly for readings, announcements, course resources, and other information. Go to http://carmen.osu.edu. 

Discussions in Class
Class discussions are an essential part of this course and contribute to our understanding of the readings and lectures.  In courses that deal with issues of race, sexuality, gender, class, identity, and other social topics, people can often have very strong personal opinions regarding these matters. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful and cordial manner towards one another and the professor at all times, listening to each other’s comments and contributing constructively to the conversation. I ask students to think critically, engage and reflect upon the readings, and learn from one another. Ultimately, we are here to discuss the readings and historical events encompassed by this course rather than to give our opinions on contemporary issues or dilemmas.  As historians, however, we know well that the past shapes our present moment. Our goal, therefore, is to understand how the past has influenced our society today, particularly as it relates to Latinas/os. 

Email
The instructor will communicate with students via your OSU email account. Please make sure you check this account regularly and that you keep your account under quota. Also, please make sure you check the course’s website in Carmen for announcements, assignment instructions, or supplementary materials. Students may use email to contact the instructor outside of class, but please do not overuse email for simple questions that may be answered in class or in Carmen.

Academic Misconduct 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. This can include, but is not limited to: cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing, which means misrepresenting as your own work any part of work done by another; submitting the same paper, or substantially similar papers, to meet requirements of more than one course without the approval and consent of all instructors concerned; depriving another student of necessary course materials; or interfering with another students’ work.  Acts of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  Instructors are required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For the student, this may result in an E for the course and additional disciplinary action.  Students are responsible for being familiar with the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

Other Resources

As bright, motivated college students, you should take advantage of the wealth of resources available to you on OSU’s campus to support your academic achievement.  These include your instructors’ office hours, The Writing Center, library services, counseling, computer training, and tutoring.  

Class Cancellation Policy
In the unlikely event that a class meeting must be cancelled due to an emergency or illness, I will contact you via email and request that a note on department letterhead be placed on the door. 

Course Schedule 

(subject to change)

Week 1



Why Latina/o History? 



Introduction to course, review syllabus, etc.

Week 2


Placing Latina/o History in Context

*Vicki L. Ruiz, “Nuestra América: Latino History as United States History” Journal of American History 93, no. 3 (2006): 655-72.


Legacies of Conquest and Colonization


Juan González, Harvest of Empire, Intro (ix-xx) & Chapter 1 (3-26)
Week 3



The United States and its Relation to Latin America


Juan González, Harvest of Empire, Chapters 2 (27-57) & 3 (58-78)


Mexican Labor & American Economic Development

*David Gutiérrez, Walls and Mirrors Chapter 2 “Economic Development and Immigration, 1890-1920” (39-68)
Week 4


Puertorriqueños 
Virginia Sánchez-Korrol, From Colonia to Community, Chapters 1 & 2


FILM: I Like it Like That


The Status of Puerto Rico
Virginia Sánchez-Korrol, From Colonia to Community, Chapters 3 & 4
Week 5


World War II and State Sponsored Labor Migrations


*Carmen Whalen, From Puerto Rico to Philadelphia, Chapter 3 “Contract Labor: The State-Sponsored Migration” (49-82)

*Matt Garcia, A World of Its Own, Chapter 5 “Citrus in the War Years” (157-188)


Midterm Exam
Week 6



 Becoming American? Models of Ethnic Assimilation

*George Sanchez, Becoming Mexican American, Chapters 4 (87-107) & 12 (253-269)


Latina/o Influences in Popular Culture

*Juan Flores, From Bomba to Hip Hop, Chapter 5 “‘Cha Cha with a Backbeat’: Songs and Stories of Latin Boogaloo” (79-112)
Week 7


Cubans and Dominicans 


Juan González, Harvest of Empire, Chapters 6 (108-116) & 7 (117-128)



Central Americans

*Ana Patricia Rodríguez, “Departamento 15: Cultural Narratives of Salvadoran Transnational Migration” Latino Studies Journal 2005, volume 3, number 1 (19-41)


FILM: El Norte
Week 8


South Americans


Juan González, Harvest of Empire, Chapter 9 (149-163)



Becoming Militant—Latina/o Struggles for Civil Rights 

*Iris Morales, “¡Palante, Siempre Palante! The Young Lords” in The Puerto Rican Movement: Voices from the Diaspora, edited by Andrés Torres and José E. Velásquez (210-227)

FILM: Walkout 

Week 9


Struggles for Education 
*Lilia Fernández, “Telling Stories about School: Using Critical Race and Latino Critical Theories to Document Latina/Latino Education and Resistance” Qualitative Inquiry, 2002, vol 8, no 1, (45-65)


In/Exclusive Communities: Gender and Sexuality
*Horacio Roque Ramírez, “‘That’s My Place!’: Negotiating Racial, Sexual, and Gender Politics in San Francisco’s Gay Latino Alliance, 1975-1983” Journal of the History of Sexuality 12, no. 2 (224-258) 
Week 10



Latinas/os and the Media
*Arlene Davila, Latinos Inc.: The Marketing and Making of a People, Chapter 1 (23-55)


Inter-ethnic Latina/o Alliances  

*Felix Padilla, Latino Ethnic Consciousness, from Chapter 1 (54-59) and Chapter 2 (60-83)
Week 11



Contemporary Issues: Immigration, Politics, and Culture


Juan González, Harvest of Empire, Chapter 11 (190-205) 


*Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, Doméstica, from Chapter 1 (3-12, 22-28) and from Chapter 2 (29-55)
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