Date: October 13, 2008

Subject: Proposed Minor in Creative Writing

From: Jay Hobgood

Subcommittee B considered the proposal for a Minor in Creative Writing submitted by the Department of English at its meeting on May 16, 2008.  The members of the subcommittee felt that the proposal was very strong and complete.  The proposal generated extensive discussion, especially with regard to question of “When can students major and minor in the same department?”   After a thorough examination of the proposal, the members of the subcommittee voted unanimously to approve the proposed minor for students who are not majoring in English.  The subcommittee decided that further discussion of the question about allowing students who are majoring in English to Minor in Creative Writing was required and deferred a decision on that issue.  The Department of English subsequently indicated that it wants to proceed with the approval of the Minor in Creative Writing for students who are not majoring in English.  Thus, Subcommittee B is moving the proposal to the full CCI for its consideration.  Subcommittee B is recommending that CCI approve the Minor in Creative Writing for students who are not majoring in English.
The major elements of the proposed minor are:

1.  Completion of 20 hours, at least 10 of which are chosen from upper-division classes 

     (defined as being at the 400, 500 and 600 level).

     Introductory Courses
     English 265 (Writing of Fiction I)






5 hours

     English 266 (Writing of Poetry I)






5 hours

     English 268 (Writing of Creative Nonfiction I)




5 hours

     Advanced Courses (Upper Division)
     English 465 (Intermediate Creative Writing: Special Topics in Fiction)

5 hours

     English 466 (Intermediate Creative Writing: Special Topics in Poetry)

5 hours

     English 467 (Intermediate Creative Writing: Special Topics in Creative

     Nonfiction)









5 hours

     English 565 (Writing of Fiction II)





5 hours

     English 566 (Writing of Poetry II)






5 hours

     English 568 (Writing of Creative Nonfiction II)




5 hours

     English H591.01 (Honors Special Topics in the Study of Creative Writing)
5 hours

     English 662 (Literary Publishing)






5 hours

     English 693 (Individual Studies in Creative Writing)


        1-5 hours

2.  A minimum GPA of 2.5 for courses in the Minor.

3.  A grade of C or higher in each course in the Minor.

4.  Students should declare their minor prior to completion of 90 total credit hours.

The principal foci for discussion were:

1.  The question of the availability of the proposed Minor to students who are majoring

     in English.  The members of Subcommittee B were uncertain about the
    distinctiveness of the Minor in Creative Writing within the English Department and
    felt that further discussion of this issue was warranted.

2.  Does a Professional Writing Minor exist?  Yes, but it is offered through the Center for

     the Study and Teaching of Writing.  

3.  Will it be possible to accommodate students in courses that already have waitlists

     (e.g. English 565, 568 and 662)?  It was felt that additional students generated by the

     proposed Minor could be accommodated in a timely fashion.

4.  Overall, the members of the subcommittee felt the proposal was very strong and 
     complete.

