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Georgian 101.01: ELEMENTARY GEORGIAN I
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COURSE SYLLABUS 
Instructor:






Phone: 
Office:







E-mail: 
Office hours:
 

Meeting times:

Location:

Course Overview: 

Welcome to Georgian 101.01! The Georgian elementary language series is designed for students who wish to develop the skills necessary to interact in the language and to learn about contemporary Georgian culture and society. In these courses you will develop your ability to speak, read, write, and understand contemporary Georgian. By the end of this course, you will be able to carry on basic conversations in Georgian on topics related to your daily life. You will be able to write notes and simple letters to Georgian friends. You will also have the skills to read basic texts.  In addition to becoming a proficient speaker of Georgian, we hope that you will become a skilled language learner and develop a curiosity about and love for the cultures of the Caucasus region.  
GEC Course Goals and Objectives:
This course satisfies GEC Category 1. Skills: C. Foreign Language and aims to develop students’ skills in communication across ethnic, cultural, ideological, and national boundaries, and to help students develop an understanding of other cultures and patterns of thought. By the end of this course students will: 

· demonstrate basic communicative skills (e.g., speaking, listening, reading, and/or writing) in a language other than their native language.

· learn about the cultural contexts and manifestations of the peoples who speak the language that they are studying.

· recognize and understand differences and similarities between the cultures and communities of the language that they are studying and their own.

Course Objectives:
Georgian 101.01 is the first course in a sequence of 1st year Georgian language courses. At the end of this course you will have basic skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in Georgian. At the end of Georgian 101.01 you should:

· have an understanding of the Georgian sound system

· appropriately and consistently recognize, write and pronounce sound-to-grapheme correspondences

· understand short, authentic texts, such as advertisements, schedules, and menus 
· understand instructor’s and other students’ statements, explanations and commands as well as short presentations on familiar topics

· carry on basic conversations in Georgian on topics related to your daily life and your surroundings

· write short essays on familiar topics using vocabulary and structures you have learned

· understand and describe differences and similarities between the cultures and communities of the Caucasus region and your own
Course texts:

Required:


Georgian Language (Intensive Course, I) by Meri Nikolaishvili, 1999. 

Workbook of Georgian Language Speech (Savardisho Rveuli Kartul Martltserashi) by 
Ketevan Gochitashvili and Nana Danelia.  
Recommended:

Georgian: A Reading Grammar (corrected edition) by Howard I. Aronson, 1990.
Video and audio material:

Authentic materials such as Georgian films, broadcasts and recordings will be used in class and as part of homework assignments to improve students’ listening comprehension skills. All materials that will be used in class are available at the film library at the Center for Slavic and East European studies. Specific details about such assignments will be announced in class.
Caucasus Discussion Group:  

Students have the option of coming to regular meetings to discuss Georgian and other Caucasus issues.  The discussion group will meet for two hours on Fridays, specific time TBA.
Grading:  

Your grade in this course will be based primarily on your performance on assessments that test your skill in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Class participation and preparation are essential to your learning and will contribute significantly to your performance.   There will be reading and writing assignments for each class, and occasional listening comprehension exercises.  Your course grade will be determined according to the following formula: 


2 quizzes




10% 

Midterm




30% (written and oral components)

Final exam 




30% (written and oral components)


Attendance and Participation


15%



Homework (written and oral)


15%

The two quizzes will test listening and reading skills. They will test your ability to understand spoken and written Georgian.  

There will also be a midterm and a comprehensive final exam at the end of the quarter that will each count for 30% of your final course grade.  Both exams will include oral, listening, reading components, controlled writing (grammar and vocabulary) and free writing (essay) sections.  The midterm will take place during a regularly scheduled class meeting. 
Makeup work will be permitted only when the instructor is presented with acceptable documentation. Legitimate excused absences include the following: verifiable confining illness, serious verifiable family emergencies, subpoenas, jury duty, and military service.  It is the student’s responsibility to notify his/her instructor of any excused absence as far in advance as possible. Work must be made up in a timely manner and before the next scheduled evaluation. Documentation of excused absence must be presented as soon as possible. No documentation will be accepted after the last day of regularly scheduled classes.

At the end of the quarter your final percentage will determine your final grade, as follows:

	93 – 100
	A
	80 - 82

	B-
	68 – 69
	D+

	90 – 92
	A-
	78 - 79

	C+
	65 – 67
	D

	88 - 89

	B+
	73 - 77
	C
	64 & below
	E

	83 - 87

	B
	70 - 72

	C-
	
	


Participation, preparation and attendance: 
Successful language learning requires frequent interaction, diligent preparation and active participation. For this reason, it is imperative that you attend class faithfully. Each day that you are absent will not only seriously affect your participation grade, but will also affect your performance on the tests, quizzes and homework. By missing class or coming to class unprepared, you are less likely to learn the material, will be unable to achieve your own language learning goals, and will deprive your classmates of opportunities to learn as well. After three absences, your instructor will file an OSU absence report. A friendly reminder: be respectful to your classmates and your instructor and please come on time!

The class attendance and participation portion of your grade will be based on a daily evaluation by your instructor of your participation in class, based on a point score from 0 to 5.  These daily grades are meant to encourage steady, consistent effort. Your class attendance and participation grade for the class will be assigned according to the average of your daily grades. Your daily class participation will be assessed according to the following scale:

0
1
2
3
4
5

0 = student is absent, unavailable for participation grade

1 = not prepared for class, does not participate


2 = rarely volunteers, rarely able to answer when called on


3 = usually prepared, but preparation inconsistent; answers when called on, uses Georgian when required; willingly participates in class activities, stays on task during partner/group work


4 = regularly prepared; answers when called on; willingly participates in class activities; stays on task during partner/group work; makes a conscious effort to use as much Georgian as possible; volunteers answers to open questions (not directed at anyone).


5 = high level of preparation; answers when called on; willingly participates in class activities; stays on task during partner/group work; uses Georgian almost exclusively volunteers answers to open questions (not directed at anyone); shares pertinent information; asks questions or volunteers information that is relevant to the class.

Homework: 
Homework will be assigned for each class meeting. You are responsible for your own learning. Do your homework each day and be prepared to turn it in. Make every effort to keep up - it is much easier than trying to catch up! If answers to the assignments are provided, you should correct your homework before turning them in. Homework is assessed on a daily basis according to the following scale:

0 = did not turn in
1 = carelessly done with many mistakes; open-ended activities carelessly prepared
3 = some exercises done carefully, others hastily completed
5 = carefully done; open-ended activities show thought and attention

You will lose half a point of the homework score for each day that the homework is late. Class attendance and diligence in completing homework assignments are the most important components in studying Georgian and the final grade reflects this. 

Further learning opportunities: 
The Georgian language program is an evolving program.  If you are interested in further learning opportunities in this area, talk to your teacher or contact the Chair of the Slavic Department, Professor Irene Masing Delic at 292-6733 (or e-mail delic.1@osu.edu) for more information. 
Academic misconduct: 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
Questions? 
Ask your instructor for clarification of anything on these pages, and of course at any time you are welcome to drop in on the Department of Slavic and East European Languages and Literatures (400 Hagerty Hall, 292-6733),  which oversees this course.

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

Week 1

-- Introduction to the course.

-- Georgian Alphabet: Group A (letters: ბ,უ,დ,ი,ო,მ,ე,გ,ა,ლ,ვ)
-- Greetings and introductions (basic expressions and personal pronouns)
-- Conjugation of the verb “to be” (მე ვარ, შენ ხარ.....)
-- Enclitic-ა
Week 2

-- Georgian Alphabet: Group B (letters: ნ,რ,შ,ჩ,ს,ჯ,ყ,ზ,ჰ,თ,პ,ქ)
-- Asking how someone is doing 
-- Inanimate and animate nouns
-- Asking questions about people and objects: interrogative words “Who?”/“What?”
-- Nominative case ending- ი
-- Simple sentence word order

Week 3

-- Georgian Alphabet: Group C ( letters: ტ,პ,კ,ჟ,ღ,ც,ძ,ჭ,წ,ხ)
-- Formal-informal register: greetings
-- Calling someone: Vocative case ending-ო
-- Culture: Folk poems
Week 4

-- Quiz 

-- Describing location: “Where is?”

-- Identifying and locating objects and people: demonstrative pronouns
-- Giving and exchanging things: dative case ending- ს and dative case postpositions -ში,ზე
-- Culture: Georgian first and last names: consonant and Vowel-stem proper nouns
Week 5

-- Counting and describing quantity: plural of common nouns
-- Negation
-- Declension of the Vowel-stem common nouns
-- Describing someone’s movement: verbs of motion in present
-- Talking about friends and family: subjective person markers
-- Culture: Poem by G. Tabidze “ქარი ქრის”
Week 6

-- Review 

-- Asking and answering questions: yes/no questions
-- Midterm exam
Week 7

-- Speech etiquette: expressing apologies (“Excuse me”, “Sorry”, etc.)
-- Expressing prohibition: negative imperatives
-- Talking about location and movement: static verbs – “to sit”, “to stand”, “to lie”
-- Asking questions: question words
-- Talking about what we have and don’t have: possessive pronouns 
Week 8

-- Quiz.
-- Genitive case ending-ის
-- Instrumental case ending-ით
-- Adverbial case ending-ად
-- Talking about nationalities and geographical locations: the Georgian map
Week 9

-- Counting objects and people: cardinal and ordinal numerals (1 to 20)
-- Talking about quantities: declension of numerals with and without nouns
-- Talking about getting food 

Week 10

-- Version (subjective, objective and neutral)
-- Talking about what we do: transitive and intransitive verbs 

Week 11

FINAL EXAM

