A REVISED Freshman Seminar Syllabus
Eureka! Accidentally Found on Purpose
Freshman Seminar, 2 Credits
Instructor


Office

Kathy Webb


Thompson Library, Room 222F



e-mail



Office Hours

webb.45@osu.edu

Thurs.-Friday 2-4pm, and by appointment
Course Description

The Greek word heuriskein or heuristic means to discover or to find things out. Many scientists, artists, scholars, and innovators have experienced moments of discovery they describe as a eureka effect, a moment of "Aha!"—a flash of insight leading to a solution or discovery. This type of knowing, suggests the act of research involves more than following procedures, formulae, and cognitive reasoning, but involves also perception, intuition, and self-dialogue. In this course we will look at examples of how  intuition has played an important role in research and discovery, and exercise our own intuitive capacities  as we develop competencies in doing research in OSU's University Libraries.  
Course Goals
The goal of all course activities is to:  1) give hands-on experience using a major research library; 2) provide an opportunity for students to consider and observe their own thoughts, experiences, and perceptions in the process of doing research.
More specifically, students will develop competencies in the uses of major research tools necessary for successful completion of academic coursework (indexes, bibliographies, online services, Internet Resources). Students will be able to analyze the appropriateness of sources chosen on a given topic. Students also will be able to accurately cite and summarize sources of information. And, students will understand the value of keeping a research journal and the importance of their experiences in the research process.
Required Readings—electronic copies available on the class's CARMEN site.
Abbott, Andrew. "Ideas and Puzzles." Methods of Discovery: Heuristics for the Social Sciences. New York: 

W. W. Norton, 2004. 211-248.

Anshen, Ruth Nanda. "Convergence." in Jonas Salk, Anatomy of Reality: Merging Intuition and Reason. 

New York: Columbia University Press, 1983.
Ladd, George W. "Artistic Research Tools for Scientific Minds." American Journal of Agricultural


Economics 61:1 (Feb. 1979).
Chowder, Ken. EUREKA! Smithsonian 34:6 (2003): 92-94.
Eco, Umberto. "The Force of Falsity: Ptolemy, The Flat Earth." Serendipities: Language & Lunacy. 

Trans. William Weaver. San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1999.
Monsay, Evelyn H. "Intuition and the Development of Scientific Theory and Practice." In Intuition:  

The Inside Story, Interdisciplinary Perspectives. New York, NY: Routledge, 1997. 103-118.

Moustakas, Clark. "Hueristic Concepts, Processes, and Validation." Heuristic Research: Design, 

Methodology, and Applications. Newbury Park: Sage,1990. 15-37.

Renella, Mark and Whitney Walton. "Planned Serendipity: American Travelers and the Transatlantic 

Voyage in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries". Journal of Social History 38:2 (2004).
Course Policies

In-class sessions will consist of brief lecture covering research skills and tools, and discussion on the readings. 
Attendance 
Attendance to all classes is critical. If you are unable to attend class, for any reason, you are expected to provide official documentation of your absence (doctor's note, etc.). You will be responsible for the work missed during your absence. As the instructor, I reserve the right to decide whether an absence is excused or unexcused. More than two unexcused absences will result in failure for the course.
Participation

Classes will consist of discussion of the reading and experiences as documented in the research journal. 
Before each class, it is expected that you will have:


1)  completed the assigned reading in Carmen;

2)  responded to the question posted in Carmen about the reading;

3)  completed the scheduled library assignment.
Assignments

Library Work

Much of your time in this course will be spent using the Libraries' resources to research a chosen topic. This will involve a weekly assignment, which over the course will consist of locating, choosing, evaluating, and citing two books, two peer-reviewed articles, two editor-reviewed articles, two primary source documents, and two websites. The sources you have chosen will inform your annotated bibliography and your final research summary. We will further discuss this work in class.
Research Journal
Each student will keep a research journal in which s/he will document research activities in each step of the research process. This will include recording questions and queries, keywords and sources used, thoughts, reflections, ideas, and criticisms, feelings of doubt, moments with ambiguity, false paths or dead ends, and any noteworthy experience. The journal should also be used to record responses to the readings and class discussions. Students are expected to bring their journal to class each week and to share relevant portions in class discussions. We will further discuss the nature of this journal in class.
Annotated Bibliography

Each student will prepare an annotated bibliography using MLA, 7th. ed. The bibliography will consist of  a citation and brief annotation (150 words)  for each book, article, primary document, and website chosen on your research topic.  More specific information and a sample annotated bibliography will be provided in class. 
Research Summary
Each student will write a 2-page paper which summarizes the research process and the findings as detailed in their journal. Students should also be prepared to discuss their summary which is in due IN CLASS at week 10.  We will further discuss the nature of this summary in class. 
Suggested Paper Topics
Week 1's assignment requires you to locate and consult The New Dictionary  of the History  of Ideas (2005). This reference source provides a good starting point to explore possible topics for library research. You may select a research topic from the Dictionary, choose a topic of your own, or choose a topic listed here: 


Popular culture and images of femininity


Popular culture and images of masculinity


War and propaganda


Industrial revolution and rise of socialism


Genetics and genius


Virtual reality and education

Economic crisis and federal regulation
Grading

Participation: 30%

Research Journal: 40%

Annotated Bibliography: 15%

Final Project: 15%
Grades will be assigned based on a 200-point scale:

A  186-200
B  166-173
C  142-153
D  128-139

A- 180-185
B- 160-172
C- 152-141
E  127 and below


B+ 174-179
C+154-159
D+ 132-140
Academic Integrity 

For all the assignments for this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University is in effect. Academic misconduct is defined as: Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to:


1.

Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to 


 the student; violation of program regulations as established by departmental committees and


 made available to students;


2.
Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of 


another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use 


and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use 


of another person's ideas;


3.
Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course that has been 


submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without permission of the



instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted;

4.
For an extended version of these examples please refer to: 






http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
To avoid plagiarism, students must make sure that they:

1.
Always cite their sources (following the MLA format)


2.
Read the guidelines for written assignments more than once


3.
If in doubt consult with your professor.

Students with Disabilities 

Any student who feels  s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Or visit the internet address of this office at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu for more information.

Weekly Schedule
Week 1
Introductions


Discussion: the nature of the course and the assignments

ASSIGNMENT:  Use the OSU Libraries Catalog to find the location of the New Dictionary  of the 


History of Ideas (2005).  Use the Dictionary's index to explore possible research topics and/or 

to find information on a chosen topic.  

Other suggested topics:


Popular culture and images of femininity



Popular culture and images of masculinity



War and propaganda



Industrial revolution and rise of socialism



Genetics and genius



Virtual reality and education



Economic crisis and federal regulation
Week 2
Research Starts with Good Questions

READING: Chowder, EUREKA! 

Lecture: Library Catalogs, the organization of information, and narrowing a research topic

Discussion: reading and research journal 


DUE:  Topic Ideas
Week 3
"Chance Favors the Prepared Mind"

CARMEN READING: Moustakas, "Heuristic Concepts, Processes, and Validation." 


Lecture: Identifying research material (indexes, bibliographies, online services)


Discussion: readings and research journal 

 
DUE:  Research topic and a research question

Week 4
Accidentally Found on Purpose

CARMEN READING:  Ecco, "The Force of Falsity" (10 pages on Carmen)

Lecture:  Article databases and universal search skils

Discussion: reading and assignment  


DUE:  Two books appropriate to your research topic
Week 5
The Social Nature of Research

CARMEN READING:  Abbott, "Ideas and Puzzles: Literature, Taste, Personality." 

Lecture:  Scholarly Publishing

Discussion: reading and assignment  

DUE:  Two peer-reviewed articles appropriate to your research topic
Week 6: 
Information Overload, Doubt, Ambiguity


CARMEN READING: Abbott, "Problems, What Problems?"


Lecture:  Evaluating information


Discussion: reading and assignment  


DUE:  Two editor-reviewed articles appropriate to your research topic

 Week 7:
Going Beyond the Information Given


CARMEN READING:  Ladd, "Artistic Research Tools for Scientific Minds."
 
Lecture:  Primary and Secondary Sources


Discussion: reading and assignment  


DUE:  Two websites appropriate to your topic

Week 8:
"Intuition, Creativity, and Exploding Chickens"


CARMEN READING: Monsay, "Intuition in the Development of Scientific Theory."
Lecture:  Ethical use of information and citing sources 

Discussion: reading and assignment  


DUE:  Two primary sources appropriate to your research topic

Week 9:
Convergence

CARMEN READING: Renella and Walton, "Planned Serendipity: American Travelers and the 

Transatlantic Voyage in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries." 

Discussion:  assigned reading  and research summaries

DUE:  Annotated Bibliography
Week 10:
  RESEARCH SUMMARY DUE IN CLASS


  Share summaries and course experiences  
Biographical Statement

Kathy Webb is Associate Professor and Subject Librarian to Comparative Studies and Theatre. She is author of a bibliographical guide to women poets and co-author on a guide to women writers. She has conducted ethnographic research on reflective practice in professional settings and multimedia learning in libraries. She is winner of the Virginia Tiefel Teaching Achievement Award. Her research interests include constructivist and heuristic approaches to learning and research practice.
