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Jennifer Higginbotham is an Associate Professor in the Department of English with interests in Renaissance literature and drama, women’s writing, and feminist studies. My first book, The Girlhood of Shakespeare’s Sisters: Gender, Transgression, Adolescence, examined the construction of female children in sixteenth and seventeenth-century literature. A Freshman Seminar on feminist approaches to fairy tales obviously brings together my interests in the history of children with my background in feminist analysis. After being voted the Department of English’s Undergraduate Professor of the Year in 2010, I also received the Access Award from the Office of Disability Studies followed by the Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award in 2011. I teach a wide variety of undergraduate classes, including our General Education class English 2220: Introduction to Shakespeare and numerous courses for our majors such as English 3398: Methods in the Study of Literature, English 4592: Special Topics in Women, Literature, and Culture, and English 4590.02H: The Renaissance. My current research interests center on ways to incorporate more women’s writing in the classroom and in scholarly work and ways to make older literature feel relevant to today’s students.
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