
GE THEME COURSES 
Overview 
Courses that are accepted into the General Education (GE) Themes must meet two sets of Expected 
Learning Outcomes (ELOs): those common for all GE Themes and one set specific to the content of the 
Theme. This form begins with the criteria common to all themes and has expandable sections relating to 
each specific theme. 

A course may be accepted into more than one Theme if the ELOs for each theme are met. Courses seeing 
approval for multiple Themes will complete a submission document for each theme.  Courses seeking 
approval as a 4-credit, Integrative Practices course need to complete a similar submission form for the 
chosen practice.  It may be helpful to consult your Director of Undergraduate Studies or appropriate support 
staff person as you develop and submit your course.  

Please enter text in the boxes to describe how your class will meet the ELOs of the Theme to which it 
applies. Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be 
able to follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the 
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, names 
of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Course subject & number 

General Expectations of All Themes 
GOAL 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and 
in-depth level than the foundations. 

Please briefly identify the ways in which this course represents an advanced study of the focal theme.  
In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, rely on research or cutting-edge 
findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other possibilities. (50-500 words) 



Course subject & number 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Engage in an advanced, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making 
connections to out-of-classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines 
and/or to work they have done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme. 
Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will 
be met. (50-700 words) 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and 
creative work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts. Please link 
this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

Specific Expectations of Courses in Citizenship 
GOAL 1: Successful students will explore and analyze a range of perspectives on local, 
national, or global citizenship, and apply the knowledge, skills, and dispositions that 
constitute citizenship. 

ELO 1.1 Describe and analyze a range of perspectives on what constitutes citizenship and how it 
differs across political, cultural, national, global, and/or historical communities. Please link this 
ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 

ELO 1.2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the knowledge, skills and dispositions required for 
intercultural competence as a global citizen. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 



Course subject & number 

GOAL 2: Successful students will examine notions of justice amidst difference and analyze 
and critique how these interact with historically and socially constructed ideas of 
citizenship and membership within societies, both within the US and/or around the world. 

ELO 2.1 Examine, critique, and evaluate various expressions and implications of diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and explore a variety of lived experiences. Please link this ELO to the course goals and topics and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-700 words) 

2.2 Analyze and critique the intersection of concepts of justice, difference, citizenship, and how 
these interact with cultural traditions, structures of power and/or advocacy for social change. Please 
link this ELO to the course goals and topics and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-700 words) 
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	ELO 1: 
	1 Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme: Students are asked each week to write a short sequence or scene analysis from the film. The goal of this exercise is to familiarize students with the specific terminology used in cinematic scholarship and to sharpen the students' focus on what is important for the representation of the Holocaust in cinema. The midterm also asks students to focus on what is involved in filmic representation, and the final examination contains two scenic analyses as well as a more general essay question relating to representation and memory in films students have viewed. The student presentations are designed to allow students to develop critical and logical thinking about a specific film of their choosing.
	1 Describe and analyze a range of perspectives on what constitutes citizenship and how it differs across political, cultural, national, global, and/or historical communities: When dealing with the Holocaust citizenship is a key category. It is well known that the Nazis denaturalized all Jewish citizens with the promulgation of the Nuremberg Laws in 1935, and this change in citizenship status is emphasized repeatedly in the course in various ways: in the lectures dealing with the prelude to the Holocaust in Germany in the 1930s and in the treatment of Jews as internal enemies during the war years. But citizenship is also an essential feature of the Holocaust in other European nations. When Czechoslovakia, for example, was annexed by Germany in March 1939, after Germany had already incorporated the Sudetenland into the Third Reich, the status of Jews in the territories of Bohemia and Moravia changed overnight. The second film we view in this course, Distant Journey, deals with a Czech Jewish doctor whose citizenship is stripped away in 1939 and who becomes instantly a second-class individual. Eventually she is sent to Theresienstadt, but the prerequisite for the deportation of the Czech Jews was the denaturalization process. Indeed, in many countries in Europe the first step toward the Holocaust involved citizenship, and we explore various examples in the course of the semester. Students will be asked to reflect on these issues in their analyses, on the midterm paper, and on the final examination in answer to questions about different characters and their predicaments in the Holocaust. 
	2 Identify, reflect on, and apply the knowledge, skills and dispositions required for intercultural competence as a global citizen: Through the exceptions in these films, that is, individuals who sacrificed themselves or risked their lives to assist Jews escape the Holocaust, we encounter an enlightened notion of citizenry that extends beyond the boundaries of any single country. The postwar reflections, for example, of Polish nationals who visited clandestinely the Warsaw ghetto in Shoah give students insight into the values that enabled individuals to assume responsibility for humanity as a whole. These individuals do not conceive of their world in terms of intercultural competence, since that is a contemporary notion, but they do appreciate what it means for people to have a culture different from their own, and they have a heightened sense of alterity. These individuals, who are often highlighted in the course, become the righteous Christians celebrated at Vad Yashem. Their values are universal; they go well beyond the particularistic and narrow confines of their fellow countrymen and -women. Discussion most often center around how some characters transcend their national perspectives and develop global views. Students in turn are then encouraged to imagine themselves as members of a national or a global community and what kinds of values go along with these affiliations. 

	ELO 2: 
	1 Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme: Students are encouraged throughout the course to relate the experiences of the individuals depicted in the films to their own lives and their own values. Quite often discussions revolve around moral issues relating to what we can expect from ourselves and others in terms of resistance in the face of fascism. Students conceive of themselves in various situations that are much different from what they encounter or have encountered in their daily lives. In that way they do considerable reflection on the moral values that inform their own existence and that have informed the existence of others whose lives have been more stressful and less fortunate.
	1 Examine, critique, and evaluate various expressions and implications of diversity, equity, inclusion, and explore a variety of lived experiences: The films and the lectures around the films deal extensively with the topics of diversity, equity, and inclusion in American and European societies. The Pawnbroker even takes up issues involved with racism in American society, in particular in Spanish Harlem, which is the setting for much of the film. The diverse nature of these films gives the students an insight into differing modes of lived experience of Jewish populations that were subject to the Holocaust. Justice, but especially how justice was so readily and perversely violated, is a theme common to almost all the films students view and a frequent topic of class discussion. Students are asked to imagine themselves as citizens of countries in which the Holocaust is occurring and to reflect on how they might have reacted. Or they are encouraged to place themselves in the position of victims of Holocaust violence to themselves or their families and define the alternatives they faced. Finally in some of the films that deal more specifically with the Sonderkommandos we ask ourselves whether our ideas about justice have any meaning in a universe where genocide and complete dehumanization occur. 

	2: 
	2 Analyze and critique the intersection of concepts of justice, difference, citizenship, and how these interact with cultural traditions, structures of power and/or advocacy for social change: The notions of justice, difference, and citizenship recur in these films and in the discussions around the films. Students are encouraged to reflect on these notions and to try to understand how the complex interplay of forces differs from one society to another. We deal with six or seven different cultural settings in the various films in this course, and we need to reflect not only on the original perversions of justice and denials of citizenship, but also how these notions play a role in those societies at the time the films were conceived and produced. Thus in Stars we need to emphasize how East German and Bulgarian authorities conceive of the Holocaust and why the film was received very differently in those two countries. That reception has to do with concepts of justice from the postwar years, and how difference is conceived in these social orders. In some of the films there is implicit a demand for change, a message that this must not happen again, and a suggestion of what we must do to create a more just society. 

	How does this represent advanced study in this theme?: This course has students viewing films outside of class and writing each week a short scenic or sequence analysis of the film. The lectures and discussions cover matters related to the Holocaust and filmmaking in greater detail than an elementary course. There are also supplementary readings included in Carmen for students on each of the films. Students are also required to participate in a group presentation involving a film at the end of the course. In this presentation the group works independently to research the history of the film and the events depicted in the film and to analyze the cinematic techniques and themes in the film. All of these assignments represent a more advanced study of both the Holocaust and the filmic portrayal of the Holocaust than more elementary courses. 
	Course subject & number: German 3254H


