
Research & Creative Inquiry Course Inventory 
Overview 
The GE allows students to take a single, 4+ credit course to satisfy a particular GE Theme requirement if 
that course includes key practices that are recognized as integrative and high impact. Courses seeking one 
of these designations need to provide a completed Integrative Practices Inventory at the time of course 
submission.  This will be evaluated with the rest of the course materials (syllabus, Theme Course 
submission document, etc). Approved Integrative Practices courses will need to participate in assessment 
both for their Theme category and for their integrative practice.   

Please enter text in the boxes below to describe how your class will meet the expectations of Research & 
Creative Inquiry Courses. It may be helpful to consult the Description & Expectations document for this 
pedagogical practice or to consult with the OSU Office of Undergraduate Research and Creative Inquiry. 
You may also want to consult the Director of Undergraduate Studies or appropriate support staff person 
as you complete this Inventory and submit your course.     

Please use language that is clear and concise and that colleagues outside of your discipline will be able to 
follow. You are encouraged to refer specifically to the syllabus submitted for the course, since the 
reviewers will also have that document Because this document will be used in the course review and 
approval process, you should be as specific as possible, listing concrete activities, specific theories, names 
of scholars, titles of textbooks etc.  

Accessibility 
If you have a disability and have trouble accessing this document or need to receive it in another format, 
please reach out to Meg Daly at daly.66@osu.edu or call 614-247-8412. 

Pedagogical Practices for Research & Creative Inquiry 

Course subject & number 

Performance expectations set at appropriately high levels (e.g. students investigate their own 
questions or develop their own creative projects). Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and 
activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Significant investment of time and effort by students over an extended period of time (e.g., 
scaffolded scientific or creative processes building across the term, including, e.g., reviewing 
literature, developing methods, collecting data, interpreting or developing a concept or idea into a 
full-fledged production or artistic work) Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities 
and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 

Interactions with faculty and peers about substantive matters including regular, meaningful faculty 
mentoring and peer support. Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Students will get frequent, timely, and constructive feedback on their work, iteratively scaffolding 
research or creative skills in curriculum to build over time. Please link this expectation to the course 
goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 
words)   

Periodic, structured opportunities to reflect and integrate learning in which students interpret 
findings or reflect on creative work. Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and 
indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Opportunities to discover relevance of learning through real-world applications (e.g., mechanism 
for allowing students to see their focused research question or creative project as part of a larger 
conceptual framework). Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate 
specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 

Public Demonstration of competence, such as a significant public communication of research or 
display of creative work, or a community scholarship celebration. Please link this expectation to the 
course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-500 
words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Experiences with diversity wherein students demonstrate intercultural competence and empathy 
with people and worldview frameworks that may differ from their own. Please link this expectation to 
the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. (50-
500 words)  

Explicit and intentional efforts to promote inclusivity and a sense of belonging and safety for 
students, (e.g. universal design principles, culturally responsible pedagogy). Please link this expectation 
to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments through which it will be met. 
(50-500 words) 



Research & Creative Inquiry Inventory 

Clear plan to market this course to get a wider enrollment of typically underserved populations. 
Please link this expectation to the course goals, topics and activities and indicate specific activities/assignments 
through which it will be met. (50-500 words) 


	Overview
	Accessibility
	Pedagogical Practicesfor Research & Creative Inquiry

	Course subject & number: AGRCOMM 2330
	Performance expectations set at appropriately high levels (e: 
	g: 
	 students investigate their own questions or develop their own creative projects): Two course goals address performance expectations for students in AGRCOMM 2330: 1) Explore and objectively discuss alternative points of view about each issue, and 2) formulate questions/hypotheses to address or resolve each issue. 



Much of the course lecture content will focus on providing background information about the myriad issues facing the food system, agriculture, and the environment to lay the groundwork for the students' own independent investigations of these topics. Students will synthesize and supplement this knowledge with the fruits of their own scholarly labors; namely, formulating problem statements related to the issue(s), studying scholarly literature on the issue, identifying and interviewing stakeholders for the issue, brainstorming possible solutions for the issue, and defending their positions in a cooperative environment.



In the Issues Summit activity and the Problem/Solution/Barriers paper, groups of students will be assigned both a topic and a stakeholder role to assume, but the substance of their work - their proposed solution, supporting evidence, and presentation materials - will be based on their group's independent research.




	Significant investment of time and effort by students over an extended period of time (e: 
	g: 
	, scaffolded scientific or creative processes building across the term: AGRCOMM 2330 has two course goals related to the breadth and depth of a scholarly or creative activity: 1) Prepare and submit detailed written and verbal analyses of various viewpoints for selected issues; and 2) make use of subject-matter experts in collecting data to inform discussion of selected issues. The main vehicle for these course goals is the Issues Summit, wherein students will be assigned to groups, provided an issue and a stakeholder role to assume, and tasked with investigating the issue from various viewpoints to arrive at a possible solution, all while considering any barriers to communication and the resolution of the problem. 



The Issues Summit activity will be scaffolded throughout the term, with assignments that build up to the summit itself due in stages over the course of the semester. The Expert Interviews assignment, wherein students are required to interview at least three stakeholders for their assigned issue and synthesize the results of those interviews, will lay the groundwork for the Problem/Solution/Barriers paper. This assignment will outline the proposed solution that the group will present in the Issues Summit. Each group will also develop presentation materials, such as charts, graphs, or other visual aids, to support their position in the summit. Following the summit, each student will reflect on their experience and the outcomes of the activity.






	Interactions with faculty and peers about substantive matters including regular, meaningful faculty mentoring and peer support: One of the goals of AGRCOMM 2330 is to encourage students to participate in constructive discussions regarding issues and their possible solutions. In order to accomplish this, it is imperative that students work cooperatively with their classmates and instructor(s) throughout the semester. Many of the assignments in the course are team-oriented, with students undertaking independent research (such as in the Expert Interviews) but coming together with teammates to aggregate information, identify solutions and barriers, and create supporting materials for their proposed solution.



The Issues Summit activity and its corresponding writing assignment, the Problem/Solution/Barriers paper, represent a significant team task that will require cooperation, coordination, and instructor support thoughout the course of the semester.
	tudents will get frequent, timely, and constructive feedback on their work, iteratively scaffolding research or creative skills in curriculum to build over time: As noted above, the major assignment in AGRCOMM - the Issues Summit activity - will be scaffolded over the course of the semester, with knowledge-sharing and skill-building leading up to the culminating presentations and reflections. 



The course itself is structured as a lecture/lab model, wherein the lectures will be used to provide information on and discuss agricultural and environmental issues and the lab sessions to allow students to practice written and verbal communication, problem-solving, and research skills (for example, a lab session wherein students practice interviewing sources, or learn to navigate scholarly sources). Some time will also be spent demonstrating tools to create presentation materials for effective knowledge transfer.
	Periodic, structured opportunities to reflect and integrate learning in which students interpret findings or reflect on creative work: Several assignments in AGRCOMM 2330 focus on student reflection and knowledge integration. Throughout the semester, students will write Issues Reflections essays, in which they respond to the knowledge they gained in lecture and discussion about the issues covered in the course. They will be asked to examine their own preexisting beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors related to the issue and how their learning in the course impacted those perceptions. 



Students will also submit a reflection at the end of the semester reviewing their experiences in the Issues Summit. Students will reflect on their experience in the issues summit, summarizing the views of issue stakeholders, barriers they encountered to reaching a resolution, and ideas for next steps and future challenges. 
	Opportunities to discover relevance of learning through real-world applications (e: 
	g: 
	, mechanism for allowing students to see their focused research question or creative project as part of a larger conceptual framework): Four goals in AGRCOMM 2330 relate to world-world application of knowledge gained in the course: 1) Formulate questions/hypotheses to address or resolve each issue; 2) identify the impediments to the resolution of issues; 3) make use of subject-matter experts in collecting data to inform discussion of selected issues; and 4) participate in constructive discussions regarding issues and their possible solutions



The issues we will cover in AGRCOMM 2330 are real, critical issues facing the food system, the environment, and the intersection of the two. We will discuss these issues in lecture and connect students to guest speakers who are subject-matter experts. Students will also interact with external stakeholders in the Expert Interviews assignment, at least one of whom must provide an opposing viewpoint to that of the student and/or their assigned role in the Issues Summit.



In the Issues Summit activity, the ultimate goal is constructive conversation that leads to mutually beneficial proposed outcomes, in the vein of a Model UN or discussion meet, rather than a debate with winners and losers. This activity will allow students to practice cooperation, teamwork, and discourse they could use in leadership roles in their professional or personal endeavors.




	Public Demonstration of competence, such as a significant public communication of research or display of creative work, or a community scholarship celebration: The Issues Summit activity will act as the culminating experience in AGRCOMM 2330, and we plan to invite issue subject-matter experts and other stakeholders to the Summits to provide feedback to the participants following their discussion.
	Experiences with diversity wherein students demonstrate intercultural competence and empathy with people and worldview frameworks that may differ from their own: One of the key endeavors of AGRCOMM 2330 is to give students the tools needed to understand differing points of view on critical issues. We assume that many of our students will come from production agriculture backgrounds, and many of them will have preexisting perceptions of the many issues facing the food and fiber system. Our desire is to challenge those perceptions and help students empathize with opinions that may differ from their own. Two course goals explicitly address this: 1) Explore and objectively discuss alternative points of view about each issue, and 2) prepare and submit detailed written and verbal analyses of various viewpoints for selected issues.



As part of the Expert Interviews assignment, students are required to interview at least one stakeholder whose position on their assigned issue is different from that of the student and/or their assumed role. This information will help inform the Problem/Solution/Barriers paper: Students will be able to identify opposing positions and formulate possible solutions that take into consideration the opposing positions.



Topics in the course will include issues related to intercultural understanding: globalization, immigration, the rural/urban interface, land and resource acquisition and management, and the use of animals for human consumption, among others.


	Explicit and intentional efforts to promote inclusivity and a sense of belonging and safety for students, (e: 
	g: 
	 universal design principles, culturally responsible pedagogy): AGRCOMM 2330 is predicated on the idea that in order to solve critical problems, we must consider multiple viewpoints and belief systems. In this vein, two course goals have been outlined that emphasize the need for inclusivity and understanding: 1) Identify the impediments to the resolution of issues; and 2) participate in constructive discussions regarding issues and their possible solutions. 



Students will be encouraged to share their personal perspectives in both written reflections (the Issues Reflections essays, for example) and in-class discussions. We will also make efforts to ensure that guest speakers and other guests who participate in course activities represent a variety of perspectives, life experiences, and cultural traditions.


	Clear plan to market this course to get a wider enrollment of typically underserved populations: One of our goals in offering AGRCOMM 2330 as a GE Lived Environments Theme course is to appeal to a wide range of students, especially those in traditionally underserved populations. We will work with undergraduate advisors within and outside the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences to promote the course as a GE option for students interested in the food system, the environment, and social-science approaches to understanding the intersection of the two.


