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Korean 656: 

Interdisciplinary Topics in Korean Politics and Society

5 Credits, Spring 2007

Time & Classroom: To be decided 

Proposed by:
Professor Chan E. Park

Office:

Hagerty Hall 352 (ph: 292-1908/5816)

Email:

chanpark+@osu.edu

In response to the expanding vision of the Korean Undergraduate Major Program, the East Asian Master’s Degree Program, and the subsequent needs for curricular diversity, Korean 653 is designed to flexibly provide interdisciplinary Korean studies courses in the areas of social science bridging Korean history, politics, gender, religion, philosophy, education, intercultural communication and international relations among others.  With Korea’s pursuit of national and global identity and its changing relationship with the world as the main theme, topics will include the historical importance of Korea as the crossroad of exchange and influence, Korea’s relationship with the surrounding nations and America, the history of two-Korea conflict, the vision of reunification, and Korea as a major global diasporic identity.  Korean 653 will be offered once a year, in consultation among the collaborating members of faculty across disciplines, and will be taught by a select visiting professor in Korean studies, international studies, journalism, media, political science, sociology, history, gender, ethnicity, or minority studies whose scholarly vision best responds to our interdisciplinary Korean studies vision.  Korean 653 invites graduate students working in Korea-comparative, Korea-focused, or Korea-related areas, undergraduate Korean majors, and other motivated students interested in ethnicity, cultural studies, Asian-American, journalism, global studies, and international studies among others. 

Course Format
The course builds on readings, select feature and documentary film clips, lectures, discussions, and presentations.  Students follow closely the weekly reading schedule.  
Grading
-2 Article response presentations, 20%, 1 page hand-out for everyone.

-mid-term research prospectus, 20 % (includes final paper topic, abstract, bibliography)  

-1 field project, 20% (ethnographic work such as interviews, documentations, questionnaires as related to the student research topic, then to be incorporated into final paper)

-Final presentation and paper, 30% (15-pages for graduate, and 8 pages for undergraduate)

-classroom participation, 10%


-length: 15-pages for graduates, 8 pages for undergraduates. 


-clear theme, development, focus, relevance, and conclusion.


-Sources to be cited in consistent manner, in a separate bibliography.

Grading scale:



94-100: A
90-93: A-


87-89: B+
84-86: B
80-83: B-


77-79: C+
74-76: C
70-73: C-

67-69: D+
64-66: D
60-63: D-

below 60:E

Attendance
You have total 1-absence allowances for emergencies or sicknesses.  Each absence after that will lower your grade by 2 final points, unless there is a prolonged situation such as hospitalization, surgery, or family and other emergencies preventing class attendance.

Textbooks

Required: 

E-Reserve Reader: to be selected and compiled by each instructor differently.

Academic Misconduct 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. (The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.) Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentaffairs . Osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp or http://oaa.ohio-state.edu/coam/home.html . 

Disability Services 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. 

Division, Politics, and Diplomacy of Two Koreas

Sample course schedule

Weekly Schedule
Week 1: Introduction: Korea Unmasked

*Readings: Rhie, W-B. (2002). Korea Unmasked: In Search of the Country, the Society and the People.

Breen, M. (2004). The Koreans: Who They Are, What They Want, Where Their Future Lies.
Week 2: China, Japan and Korea: History and Hysteria

*Readings: Brown, Ju & John Brown. (2006). China, Japan, Korea Culture and Customs. 

Week 3: Korea’s Cultural Codes 
*Readings: Selected readings from Korea’s Business and Cultural Code Words  

*Article response 1 

Week 4: Faces of Korean Religions

*Readings: Yu, Chai-Shin and R. W. L. Guisso, eds. Shamanism: The Spirit World of Korea (Studies in Korean religions and culture). Asian Humanities Press, January 2003.

Yu, Chai-Shin, ed. The Founding of Catholic Tradition in Korea  (Studies in Korean Religions and Culture, V. 7), Asian Humanities Press, 2004. 

Week 5: Guest Lecture 

We will invite a faculty member of the department of history at the Korea Military Academy to discuss the Korean War and its tremendous impact on East-Asian countries.

*Readings: Peters, Richard A. and Xiaobing Li. Voices from the Korean War: Personal Stories of American, Korean and Chinese Soldiers. 

Tarling, Nicholas. Britain, Southeast Asia and the Impact of the Korean War. 

Mid-term prospectus due.

Week 6: US-Korea Relationship after the Korean War

*Readings: Taylor, K. (2005). Achieving a Durable Peace in Korea : an Assessment of the Security Situation on the Korean Peninsula. 

*Article response presentation 2

Week 7: The Globalization-Culture Nexus


*Readings: Alford, F. (1999). Think No Evils: Korean Values at Age of Globalization



Field work presentation

Week 8: North Korea: Enigma and Threat

*Readings: Kong, D-O. (2000). North Korea Through the Looking Glass.

Jasper Becker, Rogue Regime: Kim Jong Il and the Looming Threat of North Korea pp40-101.

Bruce Cumings, North Korea, pp43-102.

Week 9: Unification, Holy Grail, Unholy Nightmare?

*Readings: Polack, J & Lee, C-M. (1999). Preparing for Korean Unification.

Koo, B-H. (2006). The Six Party Talks: A Critical Assessment and Implications for South Korea’s Policy toward North Korea.
Week 10: Student final project presentation

Suggested Bibliography: 

(For the interdisciplinary nature of the course, the sources are gathered from multiple disciplines such as history, gender study, anthropology, education, politics, business, and cultural studies.) 

Bae, Kyuhan. The Culture of Korean Industry: An Ethnography of Poongsan Corporation,” in Pacific Affairs, 1994.

Baldovi, Louis (ed.). A Foxhole View: Personal Accounts of Hawaii's Korean War Veterans. The University of Hawaii Press, 2002. 

Breen, Michael. The Koreans: Who They Are, What They Want, Where Their Future Lies, 2004. 

Brown, Ju & John Brown. China, Japan, Korea Culture and Customs. BookSurging Publishing, 2006.

Bruce Cumings, North Korea. New York: New Press, 2004.

Buswell, Robert E. Tracing Back the Radiance: Chinul's Korean Way of Zen. The University of Hawaii Press, 1991.

--------. Currents and Countercurrents: Korean Influences on the East Asian Buddhist Traditions. University of Hawaii Press, 2005.

Buzo, Adrian; Tony Prince (trans.) Kyunyo-jon: The Life, Times and Songs of a Tenth-Century Korean Monk. The University of Hawaii Press, 1993. 

Chai, Alice Yun. "Asian-Pacific Feminist Coalition Politics: The Chongshindae / Jugunianfu ("Comfort Women") Movement." Korean Studies 17 (1993): 67-91.

Chang, Chan Sup and Nahn Joo Chang. The Korean Management System: Cultural, Political, Economic Foundations. Quorum Books, 1994.

Choi, Chungmoo. “Hegemony and Shamanism: The State, the Elite, and the 

Shamans in Contemporary Korea.” In Religion and Society in Contemporary Korea. Edited by Lewis R. Lancaster and Richard K. Payne, 19-48. Berkeley: University of California Berkeley, 1997.

De Mente, Boye. Korean Business Etiquette: The Cultural Values And Attitudes That Make Up The Korean Business Personality. Tuttle Publishing. 2004.

Fox, Richard G. Ed. Nationalist Ideologies and the Production of National Cultures. 

American Ethnological Society Monograph Series, Number 2.

Goldstein, Donald M. and Harry J. Maihafer. The Korean War: The Story and Photographs (America Goes to War). Potomac Books, 2001.

Grewal, Inderpal and Caren Kaplan, “Introduction: Transnational Feminist


Practices and Questions of Postmodernity” in Scattered Hegemonies: 


Postmodernity and Transnational Feminist Practices, edited by Grewal and 


Kaplan. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1994.

Grewal, Inderpal. ‘Women’s Rights as Human Rights’: Feminist Practices, 


Global Feminism, and Human Rights Regimes in Transnationality,” Citizenship


Studies 3(3): 337-354, 1999.

Harrison, Selig S. Korean Endgame: A Strategy for Reunification and U.S. Disengagement (Century Foundation Book). Princeton University Press, 2003.

Guenther, Herbert. Introduction of Buddhism to Korea: New Cultural Patterns (Studies in Korean religions and culture). Asian Humanities Press. 2003.

Hyun, Peter. In the New World: The Making of A Korean American. The University of Hawaii Press, 1995.

Hoare, J. E. & Susan Pares (eds.). Korea: The Past and the Present: Selected Papers and from the British Association for Korean Studies BAKS Paper Series, 1991-2004, 2005.

Janhunen, J. Manchuria: An Ethnic History. Helsinki: Finno-Ugrian Society, 1996. 

Kandiyoti, Deniz, “Identity and its Discontents: Women and the Nation” in Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory: A Reader, edited by Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman. New York: Columbia University Press, 1994.

Kang, Connie K. Home Was the Land of Morning Calm: A Saga of a Korean-American Family. Da Capo Press, 2003.

Kang, David C. Crony Capitalism: Corruption and Development in South Korea and the Philippines. Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Kendall, Laurel. Shamans, Housewives, and Other Restless Spirits: Women in Korean Ritual Life. University of Hawaii Press, 1985.

--------. The Life and Hard Times of a Korean Shaman: Of Tales and Telling Tales. University of Hawaii , 1988.

--------. An Initiation Kut for a Korean Shaman. The University of Hawaii Press, 1992. 

Kibria, Nazli. Becoming Asian American: Second-Generation Chinese and Korean American Identities. Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003.

Kim, Han-Kyo (trans.). The Spirit Of Independence: A Primer of Korean Modernization and Reform by Syngman Rhee. The University of Hawaii Press, 2000. 

Kim, Kyung-Ai. "Nationalism: An Advocate of, or a Barrier to, Feminism in 
South Korea." Women's Studies International Forum 19(1/2): 65-74, 1996.

Kim, Seung-kyong. “’Big Companies Don’t Hire Us, Married Women’ : Exploitation and Empowerment Among Women Workers in South Korea,” Feminist Studies 22(3): 555-571, 1996.

Koo, Hagen. Korean Workers: The Culture and Politics of Class Formation, Cornell University Press, 2001. 

Korean National Commission for UNESCO. Korean Anthropology: Contemporary Korean Culture in Flux (Anthology of Korean Studies), 2003.

Korean Overseas Culture and Information Service. A Guide to Korean Cultural Heritage Korean Overseas Culture and Information. Hollym, 2004. 

Lancaster, Lewis R. and Chai-Shin Yu. Buddhism in the Early Choson: Suppression and Transformation (Studies in Korean Religions and Culture). Asian Humanities Press, 2002.

Lancaster, Lewis R., Kikun Suh, and Chai-Shin Yu. Buddhism in Koryo: A Royal Religion (Studies in Korean Religions and Culture). Asian Humanities Press, 2002.

Lee, Jae-Hyup. Dynamics of Ethnic Identity : Three Asian American Communities in Philadelphia (Asian Americans: Reconceptualizing Culture, History, Politics). Routledge, 1998. 

Lee, Kibaik. A New History of Korea, trans. E. W. Wagner with E. J. Shultz. Harvard University Press, 1984. 

Lee, Kwang-kyu. Korean Traditional Culture. Jimoondang Interantional, 2003.

Lee, Lauren. Korean Americans (Cultures of America). Benchmark Books, 1995.

Lee, Peter H., Yôngho Ch'oe, and Hugh H. W. Kang. Sources of Korean Tradition, Vol. 1. Columbia University Press, 1996.

Lee, Sang-Dawn. Big Brother, Little Brother: The American Influence on Korean Culture in the Lyndon B. Johnson Years. Lexington Books, 2003.

Lee, Sang-hae. Seowon: The Architecture of Korea's Private Academies (Korean Culture Series). Hollym International, 2005. 

Mani, Lata. “Multiple Mediations: Feminist Scholarship in the Age of Multinational Reception,” Feminist Review 35(Summer): 24-41, 1990.

McClintock, Anne, Imperial Leather. Routledge, 1995.

Margolis, Diane Rothbard. “Women’s Movements Around the World: Cross-Cultural Comparisons,” Gender & Society 7(3): 379-399, 1993.

Moon, Seungsook. “Carving Out Space: Civil Society and the Women’s Movements in South Korea” Journal of Asian Studies 61, 2002.

Mueller, Carol McClurg, “Building Social Movement Theory” in Frontier in Social 

Movement Theory, edited by Aldon D. Morris and Carol McClurg Mueller. Yale University Press, 1992.

Nahm, A. C. Korea: Tradition and Transformation. A History of the Korean People, 2nd edition. Elizabeth, NJ: Hollym, 1996.

Patterson, Wayne. The Korean Frontier in America: Immigrants to Hawaii, 1896-1910. University of Hawaii Press, 1988.

--------. The Ilse: First-Generation Korean Immigrants in Hawaii, 1903-1973. University of Hawaii Press, 2000.

Peters, Richard A. and Xiaobing Li. Voices from the Korean War: Personal Stories of American, Korean and Chinese Soldiers. University Press of Kentucky, 2004.

Portal, Jane and Beth McKillop. North Korean Culture and Society (British Museum Research Publication). British Museum Press, 2004. 

Riley, Denise. “Am I That Name?” Feminism and the Category of ‘Women’ in History. University of Minnesota Press, 1990.

Saccone, Richard. The Business of Korean Culture. Hollym, 1995. 

Seth, Michael. Education Fever: Society, Politics, and the Pursuit of Schooling in South Korea. University of Hawaii Press, 2002.

Tarling, Nicholas. Britain, Southeast Asia and the Impact of the Korean War. 

University of Hawaii Press, 2006. 

Wells, Kenneth M. “The Price of Legitimacy: Women and the Kunuhoe Movement, 1927-1931” in Colonial Modernity in Korea, edited by Gi-Wook Shin and Michael Robinson, Harvard University Press, 1999.

-------- ed. South Korea's Minjung Movement: The Culture and Politics of Dissidence (Studies from the Center for Korean Studies). University of Hawaii Press, 1995. 

Yu, Chai-Shin, ed. The Founding of Catholic Tradition in Korea (Studies in Korean Religions and Culture, V. 7), Asian Humanities Press, 2004. 

--------, ed. Korea and Christianity (Studies in Korean Religions and Culture, V. 8), Asian Humanities Press, 2004.

Yu, Chai-Shin and R. W. L. Guisso, eds. Shamanism: The Spirit World of Korea (Studies in Korean religions and culture). Asian Humanities Press, January 2003.

