Comparative Studies 357

“Introduction to Globalization and Culture”

Description:

This course introduces students to the broader experience of globalization, examining the cultures and texts, the circumstances and conditions leading up to our contemporary epoch of globalization.  It is organized chronologically, and divided into four units: the period before European hegemony; the era of European colonialism and imperialism; the period of decolonization and modernization; and the contemporary context. These units serve to highlight continuities and changes in the globalization process. Questions of empire, migration, various types of networks, and the relationship between local lives and larger political and economic systems are central to all units. With the onset of European colonization and imperialism, however, the scale and nature of the interdependency of different areas of the world changed dramatically. The broad timeframe of the course allows a systematic discussion of these changes. The course pays particular attention to the ways in which human lives are affected by different aspects of globalization. Class discussion centers on cultural texts and other artifacts, which will be analyzed in light of various background readings.

Course Objectives:
The goal of the course is to provide students with a broad perspective on the concept of globalization. Students should be able to relate contemporary issues, such as global inequality and labor migration, to historical dimensions of the process of globalization. The course is designed to enhance students’ understanding of basic keywords, such as empire, colonialism, imperialism, migration, modernization, transnationalism, diaspora, networks, citizenship, and human rights. Students will be taught to make connections between the physical, intellectual and emotional dimensions of human lives and complex social, economic, and political developments.

Texts:

Primary Sources:

The Mahabharata of Vyasa 

Peter Brook, The Mahabharata
The Travels of Ibn Battuta 
Michel de Montaigne, “Of Cannibals”

E.M. Forster, A Passage to India

José Marti, selected writings

Qasim Amin, The Liberation of Women 

Rabindranath Tagore, “The Sunset of the Century” 

Swahili historiographic poetry, selections


Léopold Sédar Senghor, selected poems

Stephanie Black, Life and Debt 

Stephen Frears, Dirty Pretty Things 

Sebastian Salgado, Migrations
Stephen Gaghan, Syriana 

The instructor will arrange film screenings outside of class at times agreed upon with students; in addition, copies of the movies will be kept on reserves.

Secondary Readings:

Denis Cosgrove, Mappings
Jürgen Osterhammel and Niels P. Petersson, Globalization: A Short History
Janet Abu-Lughod: Before European Hegemony

Nelly Hanna, Making Big Money in 1600: The Life and Times of Isma’il Abuy Taqiyya, Egyptian Merchant
Nergis Mazid, “Western Mimicry or Cultural Hybridity Deconstructing Qasim Amin's "Colonized Voice"

Frantz Fanon, “On National Culture”

Andrew Ross, ed., No Sweat: Fashion, Free Trade, and the Rights of Garment Workers
June Nash, “Women in Between: Globalization and the New Enlightenment” 

Patrick Manning, Migration in World History
Gershon Shafir, “Citizenship and Human Rights in an Era of Globalization” 

Alma Kadragic, Globalization and Human Rights  
Ray Kiely, “Civil Society 1: National Social Movements and Anti-Globalization Politics” 

Stanley Aronowitz, “Global Capital and Its Opponents”

Jamal R. Nassar, “Globalization and terrorism: the migration of dreams and nightmares” 

Requirements and Grading:

Participation: 10%; two short papers (minimum 500 words): 40%; one midterm (20%); one final take-home paper (1000-1500 words): 30%.  There will be no final exam.
More than two unexcused absences will affect your grade.

If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible. I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so (Office for Disability Service at (614) 292-3307, or visit 150 Pomerene Hall). 

All students are responsible for reading, understanding, and following university rules regarding cheating and plagiarism, which will be strictly enforced (see Faculty Rule 3335-31-02 on Academic Misconduct in the Ohio State University Student Handbook).

Syllabus

I. Before European Hegemony: Global Systems and Empires (Weeks One and Two)
This unit will introduce students to political, economic, and cultural aspects of the world before European hegemony. Historical background readings will provide students with an overview of economic systems and political structures of the ancient and medieval world. Through an analysis of maps, travel accounts and cultural texts, students will gain insight into different concepts that structured the view of the world as articulated by different civilizations and imperial structures.

Day 1: Introduction to course: Keywords, timeline, and approaches

Day 2: Osterhammel and Petersson, Globalization: A Short History, Chapter One and Two (pp 1-29)

( Comparison of different maps (such as Islamic, Christian, Chinese); discussion of ethnocentrism, interplay of religious and political belief systems; maps and essays from Denis Cosgrove, Mappings (30 pages).

Day 3: The Mahabharata of Vyasa 

View clips from Peter Brook’s The Mahabharata (1989) 

( The text and film clips will facilitate a discussion of how questions of political power and ethics were raised in early Indian civilization; this discussion will allow us to acknowledge aspects central to an ancient empire.

Background reading: Janet Abu-Lughod: Before European Hegemony (40 pages)

Day 4: The Travels of Ibn Battuta 
( Ibn Battuta’s travels are a testimony to the expanse of Islamic civilization in the fourteenth century; the discussion of the text will focus on diversity within Islam, and on the Islamic world as a network for employment and trade

Background: maps about Islamic conquest; trade routes in the ancient world

II. Colonialism, Imperialism, Age of the Nation-state (Weeks Three and Four)
This unit introduces students to the changes brought on by European colonialism beginning in the late fifteenth century and continuing into the twentieth century. 

Day 5: Michel de Montaigne, “Of Cannibals” (9 pages)


( This text allows for a discussion of the effect European colonial empires had on the European view of the world.

Background: Osterhammel and Petersson, Globalization: A Short History, Chapter Three (p 31-56)

Day 6: Nelly Hanna, Making Big Money in 1600: The Life and Times of Isma’il Abu Taqiyya, Egyptian Merchant (excerpts, 100 pages)

( This text describes changes in trading practices in the Islamic world and between the Islamic world and Europe through the case study of a Cairo-based merchant.

Day 7 and 8: E.M. Forster, A Passage to India (368 pages)

(Forster’s novel allows for a discussion of European beliefs about the superiority of European civilization, race, and Christianity, and how these beliefs functioned in the colonization of non-European societies.

Osterhammel and Petersson, Globalization: A Short History, Chapter Four and Five (pp 57-111)

III. Decolonization, Alternative Modernities (Weeks Five and Six)

This unit focuses on African, Middle Eastern, Asian, and Latin American responses to European colonialism and imperialism, and to modernization.

Day 9
Jose Marti, selected writings (about 60 pages)

( Marti’s writings raise questions related to political and economic domination—and independence from that domination--of Central and Latin America and the Caribbean.

Background: George Yúdice, “Latin American Intellectuals in a Post-Hegemonic Era” (14 pages)

Day 10 Qasim Amin, The Liberation of Women (excerpts, 50 pages)

( Amin’s 1899 text mirrors the discussion of modernization in Egyptian society at the time.

Background: Nergis Mazid, “Western Mimicry or Cultural Hybridity Deconstructing Qasim Amin's "Colonized Voice" (16 pages)

Day 11 Rabindranath Tagore, “The Sunset of the Century” (poem)

( Tagore’s poem highlights issues raised with regard to the nation-state.

Background: Frantz Fanon, “On National Culture” (15 pages)

Day 12 Swahili historiographic poetry about the German occupation of East Africa (20 pages)


(These poems illustrate the degree to which East African articulated their cultural and political resistance to the German colonizers.


Léopold Sédar Senghor, selected poems (10 pages)

( Senghor’s poetry rejects colonialist and European values, and glorifies a romantic vision of the African past.


Background: Osterhammel and Petersson, Globalization: A Short History, Chapter Six (pp 113-39)

IV. Contemporary Practices of Globalization (Weeks Seven to Ten)

This unit centers on contemporary dimension of globalization, in particular with regard to issues such as transnationalism, migration, diasporas, networks, citizenship, and human rights. The discussion places an emphasis on how globalization shapes the everyday life of human beings, how it affects people’s bodies, their living conditions, and their view and experience of life.

Day 13 and 14 


Life and Debt (2001); directed by Stephanie Black, based on Jamaica Kincaid’s "A Small Place"  (1987) (screening of films will be arranged outside of regular class time and copies of the films will be placed on reserves)

( Black’s film discusses effects of economic policies on lives of peoples living in poor nations.


Background: Osterhammel and Petersson, Globalization: A Short History, Chapter Seven (pp 141-52)


Essays from Andrew Ross, ed., No Sweat: Fashion, Free Trade, and the Rights of Garment Workers (40 pages)


June Nash, “Women in Between: Globalization and the New Enlightenment” (22 pages)

Day 15 and 16 Dirty Pretty Things (2002), directed by Stephen Frears

( This movie focusing on the international trade in organs brings to light the dismal situation of illegal immigrants, questions of citizenship, transnationalism, and human rights.

Gershon Shafir, “Citizenship and Human Rights in an Era of Globalization” (In: People Out of Place)

Alma Kadragic, Globalization and Human Rights (excerpts, 50 pages) 

Day 17 Sebastian Salgado, Migrations
( Salgado’s volume of photographs highlights the scope of migration across the globe.


Patrick Manning, Migration in World History (excerpts, 50 pages)

Day 18 and 19 Syriana, directed by Stephen Gaghan

( Gaghan’s film addresses issues such as labor migration, global economic disparities, and political violence.

Ray Kiely, “Civil Society 1: National Social Movements and Anti-Globalization Politics” (34 pages)

Stanley Aronowitz, “Global Capital and Its Opponents” (16 pages)

Jamal R. Nassar, “Globalization and terrorism: the migration of dreams and nightmares” (excerpts, 30 pages)

Day 20 Final discussion
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