Course Syllabus 

Modern Greek 200

Athens: The Modern City 

Classroom Location: TBA

Days and Times: TBA

Instructor: Georgios Anagnostu

Office:  414H University Hall

Mail Box: 414 University Hall (Dept. of Greek and Latin)

Telephone: 688-3721 (office) and 292-2744 (Dept - messages)

Email: anagnostu.1@osu.edu (Email Policy: I do not accept written assignments or excuses about missed assignments or exams through email)

Office hours:  TBA

Course Description: This course will closely examine the transformation of the city of Athens from a provincial Ottoman town in the 18th century to an urban metropolis.  We will explore how the state, urban planning, wars, the movement of all kinds of people (refugees, internal and external immigrants, travelers and tourists) have contributed in transforming the city.  As an urban landscape punctuated by material traces of the ancient Greek civilization we will also examine the significance of classical monuments such as the Acropolis for national and Athenian identity. We will read stories, travel accounts, historical descriptions, and ethnographies about the city.  We will watch documentaries, films, and we will study photographs.  Through this rich visual and textual exposure we will think how historical events, ideologies of identity, and economic factors shape a modern urban landscape that makes a claim to modernity while insisting on safeguarding selective layers of its ancient, Byzantine, Ottoman, and nineteenth-century pasts. 

Course Objectives: In the broadest sense this course will examine urban transformation in relation to history and culture through a close study of a particular case study, modern Athens. It will explore the making of a national capital through selective heritage preservation and modernization projects.  It will introduce students the city of Athens through careful analysis of travel narratives, literature, documentaries, customs, and historical and ethnographic accounts. No prior knowledge of Greek language and culture is required

GEC Requirement: The course “Athens: The Modern City” (MDGR 200) meets the general principles of the model curriculum for the following GEC categories:

A) Social Science, “Individuals and Groups”

B) Diversity Experiences, “International Issues Western (non-United States)” 

C) Arts and Humanities. “Cultures and Ideas”

Goals/Rationale in the Social Science Category:

The University mandates that students taking courses in this category will learn to appreciate the contemporary world from an understanding of the past, to explore the making of cultural identity, to understand cultural change in context, and to investigate how individuals shape their identity and interact with their social environment.

Learning Objectives: 

Students will explore how national identity shapes the urban environment of a national capital and how world events such as wars and international travel shape social life and cause cultural change in a locality. Moreover, students will think critically on how ideas about the West and the East shape the ways in which individual writers experience and represent a city that commands power in the Western imagination.

Goals/Rationale in Diversity Experiences Category

The University mandates that students taking courses in this category will learn to exhibit an understanding of political, economic, cultural, physical, and social differences among the nations of the world, including a specific examination of non-Western culture. 

Learning Objectives:

Students will explore and gain substantive knowledge about society and cultural change in a country culturally between the West and the East.  They will become aware and able to appreciate the historical and social forces that shaped a national capital in a country other than their own. In tracing the historical transformation of Athens, students will be exposed to a variety of cultural practices (architecture, urban planning, death rituals, everyday strolling, music and song, fictional and travel writing about a place, cultural preservation) and will be asked to reflect on how these practices attach meaning to the built and human environment and how they produce a social environment different than their own. 

Goals/Rationale in Arts and Humanities

The University mandates that students taking courses in this category will understand the foundations of human beliefs and learn to appreciate and interpret significant writings.

Learning Objectives: 

In addition to understanding how the past shapes an urban space, and how cultural change must be understood in context, students will learn to consider that it is possible to understand a place in multiple ways, depending on ideologies and personal experience. Through the close study of texts, students will reflect on how Western ideas about Athens have shaped the experience of those who travel, live and write about the city, and how authors (fiction writers, journalists, or travelers) may reproduce or challenge pre-given cultural ideas.

Requirements:  I require careful study of all assigned material. Energetic, original, rigorous, and daily class participation is expected.   Students who miss more than one class without a written excuse from a doctor will loose a third of the participation grade for each class missed (A becomes A- with one unexcused absence, B+ with two, etc.). Coming to class late will count as an absence.  Students who miss the first three consequent weeks of the quarter will fail this class.  There will be a midterm and a final exam.  Students will write a term paper based on library research. To ensure that students read the assigned material in preparation for class presentation and discussion there will be unannounced quizzes.  Each quiz will consist of a single question that could be answered in a sentence. 

The requirements for the writing assignments are as follow:

Term Paper: You are required to write a research paper that will discuss any topic relating to Athens (architecture, immigration, social life, representation in art, urban planning, the effect of specific historical events such as WWII, or the 1923 exchange of populations between Greece and Turkey, on the city etc) of your interest. 

The term paper should be of no fewer than ten typed pages (Font 10 or 12, about 250 words per page). 

I will dedicate a class session to discuss the term paper in detail.

Due Dates and other Policies: I will not accept late term papers and other due assignments. Computers crash and hard work could be lost; always save your work in back up files.  Absolute Rule: I will not grant a deadline extension no matter the circumstances; therefore you should organize your lives accordingly. 
The paper should be typed.  You are required to submit two copies of all written assignments. 

Academic Misconduct: University rules regarding academic misconduct will be strictly enforced.  The paper should be typed.  You are required to submit two copies of all written assignments.  I will be happy to read a draft of your term paper and provide feedback. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. 

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the 

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Service is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue.  Tel.# 292-3307; http://ods.ohio-state.edu

Films and Documentaries: I expect you to attend class and take notes during the screening of the scheduled films, documentaries and guest lectures.  I expect you to watch films carefully, make critical observations, raise questions and be fully prepared to participate in class discussions about them.

Exams: There will be a short question-answer type midterm and a similar type final exam. The dates for these exams are listed in the detailed “Course Schedule” section below.

Grades: Class participation and in-class presentation (15%), midterm (30%), term paper (25%), and final exam (30%).

Required Texts (available at SBX): 

1) Sofka Zinovieff (2005), “Eurydice Street: A Place in Athens.” London: Granta Books.

2) Michael Llewellyn Smith (2004), “Athens: A Cultural and Literary History.” Interlink Books.

Required Course Packet (designated as CP in the Course Schedule, below): TBA  

Course Schedule

Week 1

Day 1a - The Modern City: Introduction

Readings: Llewellyn Smith, Introduction, Chapters 1, 10

Day 1b - The Classical City

Readings: Llewellyn Smith, Chapter 5

John Camp, Classical Athens (59-90), In The Archaeology of Athens

Guest Lecturer 

Week 2

Day 2a - Byzantium and Ottoman Athens

Readings: Llewellyn Smith, Chapters 7 and 8

Anthony Kaldellis (2007), “A Heretical (Orthodox) History of the Parthenon,” available at http://www.lsa.umich.edu/modgreek/detail/0,2250,6740%255Farticle%255F52917,00.html
Maria Kazanaki-Lappa (2003), “Middle Byzantine Athens: Planning and Architecture” In Athens: From the Classical Period to the Present Day (5th century B.C.-A,D. 2000) (CP) 

Guest Lecturer

Day 2b – Through the Eyes of Foreign Travelers

Readings: Fani Malouchou-Tufano (2003), “The Antiquities of Athens Through the Eyes of Foreign Travelers” In Athens: From the Classical Period to the Present Day (5th century B.C.-A,D. 2000) (CP) 

[Alternative Reading: Olga Augustinos (1994), “Chateaubriand’s Greece: The Romantic Pilgrimage,” In “French Odysseus: Greece in French Travel Literature from the Renaissance to the Romantic Era, pp.  174-227]. (CP) 

Week 3

Day 3a - The Modern City in the 19th C.: State, Architecture, Identity

Readings: Thomas Gallant, Athens Ascendant, In Modern Greece (pp. 107-112) (CP) 

Eleni Bastea (2000), Prologue: Finding Athens (xvii-xix), Introduction (1-5), Athens, 1834 (6-14), In The Creation of Modern Athens: Planning the Myth. 

Manos Biris (2003), The Founding of Modern Athens: The New City Plan and Urban Development, In Athens: From the Classical Period to the Present Day (5th century B.C.-A,D. 2000) (CP) 

Day 3b 

Readings: Eleni Bastea (2000), Fin-de-Siecle Athens” (181-216) In The Creation of Modern Athens: Planning the Myth. (CP) 

Week 4

Day 4a - The Acropolis: National Monument, International Debate

Readings: Michael Llewellyn Smith (2004), “Otho Takes Possession: What to Do About the Acropolis? And “Landscaping the Acropolis” (51-70)

Day 4b - Acropolis, National Identity and the Elgin Marbles

Readings: Selections from Eleana Yalouri (2001) “The Acropolis, “Global fame, Local Claim” (58-75, 76-100) (CP) 

Week 5

Day 5a – Midterm (in class)
Day 5b - The Other Athens in the 1920s: Refugees, Poverty, and the Culture of Discontent and Defiance
Readings: Llewellyn Smith, Chapter 12

Selections from Renee Hirschon (1989,) “Heirs of the Greek Catastrophe: The Social Life of Asia Minor refugees in Piraeus” (CP)
Week 6

Day 6a - Athens in World War II: The Famine and the Greek Diaspora

Readings: Mark Mazower (1993), “The Famine” (pp. 23-53) In Inside Hitler’s Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44.” (CP) 

Llewellyn Smith, Chapter 12 (parts)
Marios Hakkas, “The Fresco” (CP) 

Day 6b - The Athenian Way of Death

Llewellyn Smith, Chapter Six

Selections from Neni Panourgia, “Fragments of Death, Fables of Identity: An Athenian Anthropography” (CP) 

Week 7

Day 7a - Post-World War II Athens: Urbanization and Internal Immigration 

Documentary: “Athens: Searching for the City”

Readings: Peter Allen, “Urban Environments in the Mediterranean” (3-7) “What is Wrong with Athens?” (pp. 30-35) and “Positive Aspects of Greek Urbanization: The Case of Athens by 1980” (pp.187-192) (CP) 

Day 7b - Athens: The Culture of Nostalgia

Songs about Athens

Readings: Michael Llewellyn Smith, Chapter 2

Selections from Henry Miller, The Colossus of Maroussi (CP) 

Selections from Sofka Zinovieff, “Eurydice Street: A Place in Athens” 

Week 8

Day 8a - Athens in Fiction: Immigrants, Barbers, Artists, Intellectuals

Readings: Fiction by Menis Koumandareas, “Their Smell Makes Me Want to Cry” (CP) 

Selections from Sofka Zinovieff, “Eurydice Street: A Place in Athens” 

Day 8b - Strolling Through the City 

Documentary, Melina Merkouri’s Athens

Readings: Llewellyn Smith, Chapter 13 

Selections from John Freely, “Strolling Through Athens” 

Selections from Sofka Zinovieff, “Eurydice Street: A Place in Athens” 

Week 9

Day 9a - The Olympics and the “New City”

Readings: Llewellyn Smith, Chapters 11, 14

Vatopoulos Nikos (2003), “Athens Today,” In Athens: From the Classical Period to the Present Day (5th century B.C.-A,D. 2000) (CP) 

Day 9b – A “Xeni” Becoming an Athenian Insider

Readings: Selections from Sofka Zinovieff, “Eurydice Street: A Place in Athens”
Week 10

Day 10a – Becoming an Insider, Continued

Selections from Sofka Zinovieff, “Eurydice Street: A Place in Athens” (CP) 

Day 10b – Overview and Conclusion

THE TERM PAPER IS DUE ON MONDAY (SPECIFY DATE) OF THE FINAL WEEK -  NOT LATER THAN 4:00 PM AT THE DEPARTMENT OF GREEK AND LATIN (414 UNIVERSITY HALL) 

Final Exam: Follow University Schedule 

