Date: November 26, 2007

Subject Proposed revisions to the Bachelor of Music Education (BME), Bachelor of Music (BM), and Bachelor of Arts (BA) Degree for Music Majors

From: Jay Hobgood

Subcommittee B considered the proposal for the revisions to the BME, BM and BA in Music degrees on November 15, 2007.  The subcommittee discussed the proposed changes to the requirements for the majors and had access to the cover letter from the College of the Arts Curriculum Committee.  The subcommittee decided that it made the most sense to consider the proposed changes as a complete package.  After a thorough discussion, the subcommittee was very favorably impressed by the proposed changes and voted unanimously to approve the proposed revisions. 

The principal revisions proposed are:

1.  In the Core Requirements for all Undergraduate Music Majors (BME, BM and BA)
     (1)  Introduction to Music Technology (Music 220) is eliminated with a reduction of

           3 hours in the major;

     (2)  The aural training sequence is expanded to a sixth quarter and the pedagogical

            is being modified to teach students how to practice and learn aural skills.  The

            net effect is to add 2 hours to the major;

     (3)  The music history sequence is being expanded to four quarters instead of three
            in order to reduce the pace of student instruction to a more reasonable one.  The

            first course in the sequence (Music 240) is being changed from a one credit 
           Listening Skills course to a three credit course on music history.  The content of

           the existing Listening Skills course will be embedded throughout the sequence.

           The net effect is to add 2 hours to the major;

     (4)  The requirement for a second non-western music course is eliminated.  The net

            effect is to reduce the major by 3 hours;

     (5)  The Form and Analysis Course (Music 521) is eliminated.  The material covered
            in this coursed will be embedded in a revised second year of study for majors.  

            The net effect is to reduce the major by 3 hours.

     The net effect of these changes is to reduce the number of hours by 5.

2.  In the Major Requirements for the BA in Music
     (1)  Class Piano (4 hours), Music Performance (6 hours), and Music Elective
            (3 hours) become Music Performance (13 hours) and Additional Upper Level

           Music Electives (9 hours).  The net effect is to increase the major by 9 hours.

     The purposes of this proposed change are to all for three quarters of one-on-one
     instruction on the student’s instrument, add flexibility by giving the students more

     Electives  in Music, and bring the program into line with the standards set by 

     NASM, the accrediting agency.

The principal foci for questions and discussion were :

1.  The embedding of Listening skills and Form and Analysis into the revised

     curriculum;

2.  The changes to the number of hours in the majors;

3.  The effects the changes would have on the students and their experiences.
